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subject is a familiar one. It has been well
debated in the past, and Parliament last
year passed a similar measure.

All the Bill proposes to do is to make
available a small proportion of the State
road license fee revenue for the payment of
loan servieing charges on loan expenditure
on roads, and thus meet to some extent the
oft-stated requirements of the Grants Com-
mission, which in the past has been penal-
ising the State beeause of its not failing into
line with other States in this connection. T
am aware that a long debate took place on
a similar measure last year, but cireum-
stances have changed, and I confidently ap-
peal to members to support the one now be-
fore them. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 3.4 p.m.
, —
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The SPEAKER fook the Chair at 2.15
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PARLIAMENTARY
DEBATES.
As to Broadcasting. )

Mr. NORTH asked the Premier: 1, Has
he any information as to whether broadcast-
ing of the New Zealand Parliamentary de-
bates has proved popular and useful or
otherwise? 2, If so, will he inform the
House, and slso state whether the effect has
been to shorlen and improve speeches? 3,
Is there any station in the eity which could
be acquired for the coming fight against
unification?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, Ans-
wered by No. 1. 3, The State Government
has no control over broadeasting. I presume
“B” class stations are prepared to accom-
modate speakers for this pnrpose on their
eustomary terms.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BRILL—GOLDFIELDS WATER SUPPLY
ACT AMENDMENT.
Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—LOCAL AUTHORITIES
(RESERVE FUNDS).
Second Reading,

THE MINISTER FOR WOREKS [2.17]
in moving the second reading said: This
is a war measure introduced at the request
of the Loeal Government Association, and is
Tor the purpose of giving loeal authorities
power, with the approval of the Governor,
to create reserve funds from general revenue
to place the authorities in a position to
bring their roads and other works up to a
proper standard of repair and efficieney
when material and lahour are available, The
need for legislation arises from the fact that
under Sections 396 and 397 of the Muniei-
pal Corporations Aet and Sections 243 and
244 of the Road Distriets Aect, the loeal auth-
orities are required, when striking the rates,

* to take into aecount eredit balances remain-

ing at the end of the financial year and to
levy rates suflicient only to make up the dis-
erepancy between revenue in hand and the
estimated requirements for the coming vear.

A number of municipalities will have sub-
stantial eredit balances at the end of this
vear whiech, if taken into acecount, will re-
sult in very low general rates heing levied
for next year, notwithstanding the fact that
these eredit balances have resulted mainly
from the general inability to keep roads and
other works in a saftisfactory condition ow-
ing to the shortage of material-—particu-
larly bitumen—and manpower. The limita-
fion I have mentioned is a very importani
one. Munieipalities and road boards are de-
finitely limited to making up the diserep-
ancy between revenue in hand and the esti-
mated requirements for the coming year. The
approximate credit halances anticipated at
the 31st Oectober, 1942, for the following
municipalities are—

£
Fremantle .. 2,000
North Fremantie 500
East Fremantle 3,000
Cottesloe 3,000
Claremont 4,500
Subiaco e 4,000
Midland .Junetion 800
"Guildford . 800

These halanees would have heen much greater
had it not been for expenditure on A.R.P.
works. Many road boards are in a similar
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position, the credit balances totalling very
substantial sums, One metropolitan board
now has £1,000 of its balance on fixed de-
posit, and another outer suburban board
has £3,000 on fixed deposit. Road boards
had built up credit balances at the 30th
June, 1942, as follows:—

£
Bassendean 1,704
Bayswater 997
Bruce Rock 2,010
Cue . 1,131
Fremantie 1,905
Melville 4,377
Northam . 1,853
Quairading . 1,062
South Perth .. 6,401
Swan .. 4,526
Vietoria Plains 1,338

Some loans funds are included in some of
the road board balances, but the greater
part consists of general revenue, These
figures show the position that has arisen
tbrough the reasons I have mentioned.
Obviously, the restoration of works must
be undertaken at the carliest favourable
opportunity and unless the local authori-
ties are enabled to build up reasonable re-
serves from general revenue, very large
sums will later have fo be raised by way
of loaus, with consequent delay and sub-
stantial commitments for interest.

Althongh this legislation has been intro-
dneed to enable reserve funds to be built
up, local anthorities will not be ecompelled
to take advantage of the measure. In pre-
paring the annual schedules of projected
works and estimates of expenditure for the
fortheoming year to eomply with the Aects
as they stand at present, councils and road
hoards can either put down those items
which would be attended to if material and
lahour were available, or reduce the items
to the minimum representing those few
works which they might be able to perform
in the absence of adeqnate material and
labour. That is the alternative today.
The amount of the reserve will, in each
ease, be determined by the Minister after
inquniry into the financial position of each
local anthority making applieation under
the measure, and approval will be given
only in those cases where it is desirable
and expedient in the interests of the loeal
anthority and of the ratepayers.

Mr. Watts: Is there any objeetion now
to building up 2 reserve fund for the re-
placement of plant?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The see-
tions I have mentioned preclude that heing
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done. Those provisions definitely limit the
powers of local authorities in respeet to
rating; they may rate only sufficiently to
make up the deficiency, The boards, be-
ing unable to spend their revenme, have
aulomatically built up reserves.  Strictly
speaking, this is illegal, but there appears
to be no help for it. The object of the Bill
is to put the matter right and establish
some order. The bhuilding up of reserve
funds is, in my opinion, eommendable, be-
cause the boards will, after the war, have
funds out of which te effect vepairs and
undertake other works. When the war is
over, the boards will find thai their roads
are in a bad state of repair and, if these
reserve funds are not available, it is ex-
ceedingly doubtful whether, in view of the
Commonwealth’s policy of limitation of
borrowing, the hoards will be permitted to
raise loans. There will at that time be an
insistent demand for employment from men
seeking it, and thev could he ahsorbed on
work of this character.

Power i given in the Bill for the reserve
funds to be invested in any securities
authorised by law for trust funds, provided
that 1he seenrities can be readily converted
tnto money at any time. While the boards
hold these monevs in reserve, it will he
illegal for them to raise loans for works or
uvadertakings, exeept insofar as the moneys
in the reserve accounts ave insufficient to
meet the whole of the proposed expendi-
fure, The Bill will not in any way infer-
fere with the existing powers of local
authorities to rvedeem loans from revenue,
Section 439 of the Munigipal Corporations
Aet and Seetion 304 of the Road Distriets
Act provide that the loeal authorities may
purchase any debentures under the pro-
visions of the said Acts, and that the or-
dinary vevenue of the authorities shall be
applicable te such purpose. This pro-
vision can only be availed of before due
dates with the consent of the lender. I am
informed that the Commonwealth Bank has
signified its willingness to aceept repayment
of loans from local authorities irrespective
of the date on which ordinarily they would
he repayable. Some loeal authorities have
already repaid loans.

It is proposed that the measare shall
operate only during the present war and
for snch period thereafler as may be neces-
sary for local authorities to close down
and wind up the reserve accounts and to
realise on investments.
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A chairman of a road bhoard has stated
that he will not sign the rate notice, because
it is not in conformity with the exisiing
law. So that these men may be able to
act within the law, it is necessary that this
additional power should be given.

Myr. Doney: The Bill follows a request by
the road hoards? :

The MINISTER FOCR WORKS: Yes.

Mr. Sampson: The rate nofice should
have been signed long ago. It is very late.

The Premier: The rates for municipali-
ties this year will not fall due uniil the
heginning of November.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Owing
to the exceptional position, in most in-
stances the road boards have not been
challenged, although the motter bas been
brought to their notice by the auditors, who
have heen forced to advise the boards that
they have been acting without authority.

Mr. McDonald: This is a new version of
Brewster’s millions.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,

The Premier: No. The boards will find
that their roads will be in a bad state, and
that they will be unable to horrow money to
effeet, the necessary repairs. They may as
well save up their money now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hoards experienced difficully in raising
money after the 1914.18 war and alse dur-
ing the period of the financial depression.
As I have said, quite possibly there will be
a prohihition of borrowing by local anthori-
ties when this war ends; but it is certain
that when hostilities eeasc thousands of men
wili he secking employment and all the re-
sources of the Commonwealth Government
and of the State Governments and of local
woverning hodies will be required io find
employment for these men, and to find it
quickly. I should say that the men would
be very impatient if they knew there was
a possibility of a practieal proposition such
as this being turned down.

Mr. Boyle: Could not the boards reduce
theiv rates?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Sup-
pose the boards reduced rvates by half and
that at the end of the war their roads werein
a bad state of repair. How would the
hoards get on if they had no funds? Fur-
thermore, the member for Avon will know
that, having once reduced a rate, the boards
would have difficulty in  immediately
doubling the rate. In any case the rate
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would nof be available for some time, be-
cause even now loeal authorities must ineur
considerable overdrafts pending colledkion
of rates. I understand, too, that loeal
governing hodies are not permitted to raise
an overdraft to pay interest on loams, yet
loan rates are often paid late. With their
present limited powers, the local authori-
ties often find themselves in eonsiderable
difficulties. The department’s auditors have
been able to advise them how to overcome
such difficulties; but now it is desired that
the matter be put on a proper legal basis.
The only way to do that is for Parliament
to pass this Bill and thus give local authori-
ties power to create reserve funds. In one
or two districts we understand therc are
zsome smart ratepayers who have said they
do not intend to pay the rates. The hoardas
would experience great difficulty in enfore-
ing payment in those cases where they have
rated illegally. Under the existing law,
boards have no power to rate for a total
amount greater than is required to make up
a deficiency. Yet now the local authorities
have large surpluses! The question is
whether it is justifiable and wise for loeal
authorities fo build up reasonable reserve
funds having regard to the future and the
necessity for employing our returning sol-
diers, and also for purchasing materials,
Even now, in many distriets roads are in =&
bad state of repair and this extremely use-
ful measure will enable road boards to over-
come a  difficulty. They themselves have
asked that the measure be brought forward.
As I have said, it is a war-time measure. T
question whether the local authorities desire
that it should be so limited. However, that
is the extent to which the Government is
prepared to go. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Hill, dehate adjourned.

BILL—MOTOR SPIRIT AND SUB-
STITUTE LIQUID FUELS.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 8th September.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [235]: I
propose, of course, to support the second
reading of this Bill. The Minister told us
we must clearly understand that it has no
effect during the war period. The measure
has been introduced to take effect when the
National Seeurity Regulations dealing with
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the same subject become no longer applic-
able. I find this to be a very difficalt Bill
to nnderstand, from the point of view of
one who ig not aceustomed to the technical
matters with which a large portion of it
deals. One can, however, do his best to
understand such things and fake adviece, as
I have done, from one or two people who
have had some practical experience in the
handling of motor fuels.

So far as I can aseertain from those
people the objeetions to this measure are
not very substantial from the technical or
practical point of view, but there are one
or two objections which I wish to raise
quite apart from teehnical or praetical
ones. I will deal with the main objections
first. I am not entirely satisfied that the
whole of this measure is required for oper-
ation after the war period. I refer particu-
larly to that part of it which requires the
setting up of a substitute liquid fuel com-
mittee and the granting of licenses to
everyone in the State who is going to sell
motor fuels of any kind. We are setting
up too many hoards and committees. That
is a practice which has grown substantially
in recent years, and walking along with it
is the practice of licensing everyone to do
things whieh, before such measures became
law, they were accostomed to do withont
license and which they had done in the
great majority of cases quite satisfaectorily.

All these license schemes, as I see them,
are a souree of expense to those in the trade
or industry coneerned, and unless there are
very strong arguments for the ereation of
hoards and committees with power to issue
licenses, Parliament would be well advised
to resiriet their powers; and, indeed, not
allow them to come info existence. It may
be argued that this process of the admix-
ture of substitute fuels with ordinary
motor spirits renders this licensing neees-
sary. But there was little, if anything, in
the Minister’s speech when introducing the
measure to indicate that the licensing of
the retailers, such as the ordinary garage
proprietor or man with a petrol pamp, was
necessary. I should@ have thought that the
retailers, and by that term I mean those
who ultimately sell the fuel to the publie,
could have been excluded from these
Lieensing provisions without any difficulty.
As T see the position the retailers will not
bave anything te do with the aetual mix-
ture of petrol and substitute fuels, They
will simply, as in the past, purchase {rom
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the wholesale suppliers the fuel which it
is lawful for them to sell and they, in their
turn, will distribute it to the public in
much the same manner as they have done
hitherto. In the eircumstances what need
is there to make them licensees?

They cannot, as I understand this mea-
sure, effect the actual mixing of these fuels,
nor will they be able to interfere with their
production. For what reason should they
be compelled to ask for and obtain a
license, and presumably pay a fee for it and
request its renewal at the end of each
yearly period, when they have really noth-
ing whatever to do with the subject matter
of the measure, except in a very small
way as the people who ultimately put the
fuel required into the containers brought to
them by the public for the purpose? The
Minister should be well satisfled if this
House gives him the right to license those
people that I have referred to as whole-
salers, or wholesale distributers. I ean
conceive of reasons why they should be
licensed becanse there would be some need
to cheek their methods in regard to the ad-
mixfures of the substitute fuels.

If we are going to have a commiftee }
trust the Minister will be more cautious
in connection with the fees to be paid
and the expenses, which I sec hy the Bill are
to he prescribed by regulation, than he has
been in regard to certain other fees and ex-
penses which have been the subject of dis-
cussion in this House in the recent past.

The Minister for Industrial Development:
You should not refleet npon the decisions of
the House!

Mr. WATTS: I have made no reflection
on the decisions of the House. I urge the
Minister to be more cantious than he has
been hitherto.

Mr. Doney: There is something in that.

Mr. WATTS: In the course of his re-
marks the Minister recommended members
carefully to study the schedule to this Bill.
I frankly admit that I have not been able
to achieve great results by careful study of
the same, and I doubt if even the Minister
himself is in a much better position. If,
however, he ean explain to us what some
of the provisions of the schedule really mean,
I am sure that the House, or if we are in
Committee at the time, the Committee will
be greatly obliged, He made no attempt to
do so in the course of his remarks when
introdacing the Bill.
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From the point of view of those persons
I mentioned earlier I am told there are no
snbstantial reasons why we should object to
the provisions of the schedule, but neverthe-
less T do not think it is rcasonable that
I should agree to the contents of a schedule
of this nature unless some explanation is
given as to why it is included in the Bill
and what it all means. Up to the present
the Mimster has not favoured us with any
sufficient explanation, and I suggest that he
takes the earliest opportunity to do so,
There are one or two definitions in the Bill
on which T want to say & word or two, be-
canse the Minister will doubtless be better
prepared to deal with these objections in
Committee if he knows something of them
now, in view of the difficulties which, I am
sure, there must be for every member of
Parliament when dealing with a Bill of this
nature. I find the definition of “power
aleoho)” is “anbydrous ethyl aleohol mapu-
factured in Australia” 1 would like the
Minister to inform the House why that pro-
vision should not read “manufactured in
Western Australia.” Tt is surely not in-
tended that if aleohol is to be manufactured
in the State, as we have been informed is
the intention, it should also have to he im-
ported from other States.

I have hecome accustomed, as we all have
heen, to being informed of the diffienlties
of interstate trade, which places vs in such
an inferior posifion compared with else-
where; but nevertheless 1 think the Minister,
if he goes into that phase, should enlighten
this House on the various aspects as to
whether there is not need for him to ohtain
some conirol over imported fuels once they
are here. [ do not snggest he will find it
casy to prevent their importation if some-
one feels inclined to import such supplies,
hut it may be praeticable—and I snbmit the
point for the Minister’s consideration—to
obtain some control over that type of fuel
onee the supplies have been imported. That,
I think, is very desirable from the point of
view of Western Australian manufacturers,
particularly in a matter of this kind when it
is apparently the considered opinion of the
Commonwealth Government, which is mak-
ing inquiries regarding the manufaciure of
substitute fuoels, that a fairly suhbstantial
plant—if we are to believe all we have beer
told—is to be put into operation in this
State. I am also in doubt as to the defini-
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tion of *“substitute liguid fuel”
defined as meaning—
Benzole produced in Western Australia hy

any person undertaking in Western Australin
the production of benzole and power alcohol

This is

There we find that the word “Western” is
inserted before the word ‘“Australia,”
whereas it was not in front of the word
“Australia” in the definition of “powcr
alecohol.” Why there should be that dit-
ference is quite unknown to me, and I seck
information on the point. I would alse men-
tion that the definition does not inclnde
power-aleohol itself.  Why is not power-
aleohol itself defined as a substitute fuel? It
is what we are to produce in Western Aws-
tralia, as I understand the position.

If members will again peruse the:defini-
tion I bave already quoted, they will see that
it does not inelude power-alcohol itself.
Moreover, why does not the definifion of
“substitute liguid fuel” include benzole pro-
duced by a person manufaeturing henzole
only? That is not so in the definition, which
raguires it to be produced by persons manu-
facturing benzole and power-alecohol. It
strikes me there will not be any such person
nor is there likely to be. That point requires
some clarifieation. I know it is provided in
the Bil] that the Governor may declare any
suitable liquid produced in Western Austra-
lia to be a substitate liquid fuel. If it is
intended to rely on the Governor’s power,
then why define “substitute liguid fuel” at
ali? Why not leave power with the Execu-
tive Couneil when in eourse of time it will
know exaetly what is required in view of the
circumstances and condilions as they may
then exist? Why include an extraordinarily
unsatisfactory definition of “substitute fuel”
and then proeeed in the Bill to direet that
the Governor may declare any snitable liquid
to he a substitnte liguid fuel? If the Gover-
nor's power of declavation were the only
one, he might devise some means of petiing
over the difficulty regardiae fuel made el-e-
whrre than in Western Anstralia, hecanse
there might be some possibility of using the
Governor's powers in that regard. The Min-
ister could give that phace some eonsidera-
tion. '

One part of the Bill provides that the
bolder of every license shall purchase at the
preserihed price a quantity of each elass of
substitute fuel not less than the prescribed
number of gallons for every 100 gallons of
motor sprit sold by him. In short, he must
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purchose a certain percentage of substitute
fuel, but there is no provision in the Bill
to ensure that the necessary percentage of
substitute fuel will be available within the
State, and this may force licensees to im-
port supplies of substitute fuel. It is alse
well known that certain types of substitnte
furels will admit of a greater quantity being
mixed with petrol than will others. I do not
know what the percentages are, for the same
technical reasons I mentioned earlier. That
knowledge must be possessed by those who
are advising the Minister, and it seems to me
that the measure itself should specify what
admixture is intended. That is not the posi-
tion at the present juncture. Therce is no
need for hurry in passing a Bill of this de-
seription, and I suggest that some attention
be given to seiting out in the Bill itself the
methods of admixture, which the Minister
may be advised are the most suitable. I also
see the likelihood of difficulties facing whole-
sale licensees if they have, in certain eir-
cumstances, to sell fuel over the border of
this State in another State. T admit that
that is not a very grave contingeney in
Western Australia owing to the very sparse
population along our borderline. Neverthe-
less, I suppose there are some transactions
between Western Australia and neighbouring
States, and the necessity may arise, for in-
stance, for fuel at Eucla to be passed over
the border to be used in the extreme western
parts of South Australia,

Suppose an emergency were to arise and
in order to provide loeal stocks it became
absolutely necessary to import a supply of
fuel already mixed! Let us presume it was
impracticable to obtain any mixed fuel from
clsewhere because of the state of emergency,
and we had to procure supplies already
mixed. The Bill, as it stands, appears to
me to require the wholesaler again to put a
further percentage of substitute fuel into
the admixture of spirit that he had already
received. In that case it iz easy to coneeive
that the fuel might become entirely unsuit-
able for the purpose for whieh it was re-
quirved. Any risk of that teking place should
be clearly negatived in the legislation so
that there shall be no possibility of disputes
arising between the parties concerned. In
another part of the Bill it is provided that
it shall be a suflicient defence to a charge
of not making the proper admixture if the
defendent is able to prove that he was un-
able to obtain any substitute fuel of the
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class or type referred to. It has also been
submitted to me that it would be better if
the grounds of defence were altered so that
if the defendant proved he had reason to
believe it could not be obtained he should
he exonerated.

It seems to me that to make the defendant
prove definitely that he was unable to oh-
tain the supplies before he could have a
gzood defence would be rather unreasonable,
He might make the inquiries open to him
and be informed that the type of fuel he re-
quired was not immediately available, but
he might then be faced with an allegation
in court that if he had looked somewhere
else he might have been able to obtain it.
He shounld not be faced with a charge of
this nature and be required to prove it was
not actually obtainable in any part of
Western Australia. That is the position as
I see it, and as it has been represented to
me in view of the Bill as it stands at pre-
sent, The Minister in the course of his
ohservations when placing the measure be-
fore the House, laid considerable stress on
the fact that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment wos going to establish in Western
Australia o factory for the manufacture of
power-aleohol, but I have heard expressions
of the gravest doubt whether this proposal
is hona fide. I have heard that stated in
this House but I disregard it for the
moment, because I have heard that doubt
expressed in equally responsible quarters
outside. T want the Minister to tell the
House before the measure is passed what
evidence he has that it is intended to pro-
ceed with the establishment of any such
factory in Western Australia and to give
us his assurance that we are not to indulge
in hopes that are merely to he dashed to
the ground, in which case the measure now
under consideration will be alinost entirely
valueless froin the standpoint of Western
Australia, If we pass a Bill of this nature
we shounld he nssured that all the nccessary
eonditions fo make it unseful will be in
existenee in this State. That is all T have
to say on the Biil, the second reading of
whieh I support.

MR. BOYLE (Avon): The Bill intro-
dueed by the Minister is one that had
eventually to make its appearance, We shall
have an inereasing number of substitute
motor fuels hefore the war is ended. There
are examples, if I may put it that way, of
measares dealing with substitute fuels, par-
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ticularly the Queensland Act which was
passed in 1933. The Substitute Iuels Aet
of that State makes it compulsory for a 6
per cent. admixture with petrol, with an
ingreased price of 3d. per gallon. With the
institution of substitute fuels throughout
Australig, it is necessary for supplies to
he imported in the various States. In
perusing the Bill I find that the only refer-
ence in it to power-aleohol is that which in-
dicates it is meant to be anhydrous ethyl
aleohol manufactured in Australia. An-
hydrous alcohol is power-alechol from
which water has been almost completely ex-
tracted. I think the chemical strength is
99.7 per cent. Against that we have the
ordinary power-alechol which has a strength
of 334 per cent.,, but that cannot be used
us a mixture with petrol otherwise than
through a mixing device. The Leader of
the Opposition has said that the power-
aleohol plant in Western Australia for the
extraction of power-alechol from wheat is
not likely to be in immediate operation, to
say the least of it. Therefore, the extrac-
tion of power-aleohol will probably in-
volve motorists in the compulsory use of
that substitute, whether they want it or not.

There are other sources from whieh alco-
hol can be extracted. In South Australia
grapes are being extensively used for that
purpose, but the Bill makes no provision
for power-alcohol of that type. Therefore,
iegally the only substitute admixtur: would
he anhydrous ethyl aleohol manufactured
in Western Australia, and that, I think, is
a grave omission. In South Australia
there has been evolved a wonderful mixing
deviee, ealled the Dunster Mixing Valve,
whieh provides for the mixing of ordinary
power-alechol with petrol to the extent of
50 per cent. or more. That means that the
power-alecchol need mnot he the burden
it otherwise wonld prove to internal combus-
tion engines within this State. I am sure
that when the Committee stage is reached,
the Minister would be well-advised to ac-
cept amendments, so that power-aleohol
derived from any souree may be used. Or-
dinary power-alechol from wheat may be
scen here yet, and I also hope that we shall
have plants set up in this country as an or-
dinary piece-time undertaking. That is the
case in European countries and also in
Queensland. The last figures of output of
power-aleohol from the Queensland works
show something like 1,250,000 gallons an-
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nually. That is what led the Queensland
(iovernment to pass its controlling Act. I
support the Bill, which is necessary.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Why is it neces-
sary?

Mr. BOYLE: Becanse we are arriving af
a stage where inereasing use will he made
of substitute admixtores. I quite agree with
the Power Aleohol Committee’s statement
that the capital cost of the plants going up
should not merely be a charge for war-time
use but shonld be spread over & number of
years, so that the outlay may be repaid.
With that contention I have no argument.
If we are to have all types of power-alcohol
substitute—and after all, they are only sub-
stitutes, since petrol before the war could
be landed here for less than 5d. per gallon
—an extended period for reiurn of eapital
must be granted. T have quoted in this
Chamber a letter from a South Awnstralian
firm which was selling 50,000 gallons of
power-aleohol per month, ordinarily 95 per
cent. at 4s. per gallon in Adelaide, and could
not get enough of it. Are we to ask such
firms, incurring such huge capital expendi-
ture in times of stress, to regard their
capital as lost upon the cessation of the
war, which might cease at any time? The
Queensland Government vefused to take
action having that effect. If the Common-
wealth Government is prepared to put
£2,000,000 into wheat alcohol plants, it has
a right to recover that money. It has a
right also to render itself to that extent in-
dependent of imported petrols until petrol
is disecovered within Australia.

In my opinion, the substitutes are expen-
sive. They are certainly not as effective as
the petrol we tmport, and therefore the ex-
traction plants are most expensive. The
one in the scouth-western portion of this
State I understand is to cost £500,000. T am
frankly sceptical whether the plant will ever
be in use during the continnance of the war,
unless the war takes a turn as snggested hy
Dr. Earle Page and covers a period of ten
vears. In that ease, we might see that plant
in operation. But we must not overlook the
fact that it is now over 1B months sinee the
Power Aleohol Committee reported, and T
do not think one brick has yet been laid in
the South-West. I agree with the Minister’s
action in bringing down the Bill, which re-
presents protection not only for the Govern-
ment and the people who have pnt in the
money but for Western Australia’s wheat-
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growers as well,  Possibly those growers
will have 1,500,000 to 2,000,000 bushels of
wheat absorbed by the plant. In my opinion
it will he 2 monument of stupidity to have
£500,000 worth of works in a part of this
State lying idle because we are not prepared
to use its produet, even if it is an uneconomic
product.

Mr. Withers: Will not there be by-pro-
ducts also?

Mr. BOYLE: Yes; certainly, for stock
feed. The commitiee estimated the value of
stock feed from the plants at £6 per ton.
That is why I think the mueh favoured
south-western position will benefit tremen-
dously at the expense of wheatgrowers. The
wheat will be used in that particular locality,
and it is the stock-prodncers around that
loeality that will be benefited. I support
the Bill, and I hope the Minister will give
consideration to the points I have raised.

MRB. McDONALD (West Pexrth) : T under-
stood from the Minister, when introducing
the Bill, that it had been brought down in
consequence of the decision of a conference
of representatives of the States and the
(Commonwealth. If we accept his assurance
that this conferenee was, as I presume it
was, a conference of responsible people
representing the States and the Common-
wealth, who agreed unanimously that this
legislation should he enacted by the States,
we can regard the measure favourably, hop-
ing that the basis on which the Bill stands—

The Minister for ITndustirial Development:
It was a conference of Ministers.

Mr. MeDONALD: We may hope that the
proposed works to produce power-alcohol in
this State will materialise. If the hope does
materialise, I think it will be of some assist-
anee if Western Australia shows itself will-
ing to pass the necessary legislation which
would need to be passed in order to assist in
the sale and marketing of power-alechol in
Western Australia. The Minister said that
legislation had alse been passed to provide
for this matter in New Sounth Wales, and we
are familiar with similar legislation which
for a good many years has operated in
Queensland. I presume the other Eastern
States are also prepared to pass legislation
in accordance with the promise given by the
conference of Ministers,

Like the Leader of the Opposition, I am
compelled to take the Minister’'s word as to
the technical aspeect of the Bill. T have had
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no representations whatever from people in
industry or commerce regarding the provi-
sions of this measure. They must either
accept the terms of the Bill, or else they
remain dormant with respect te any eriti-
cisms or representations they might have
made. I rely entirely upon the Minister and
the Government as to the terms of the Bill
and the suitability of the various provisions it
contains. He, of course, must be responsible
for the advice tendered to him by his tech-
nical officers. As to the remarks of the
Leader of the Opposition concerning licenses,
some lieensing may be necessary but I hope
licensing will be omitted wherever possible,
in particular with regard to retailers, I
think that, before long, commeree and in-
dividual freedom and enterprise may he
seriously affected by the extent of licensing
and we do not want to do that any more
than we can help. In the American maga-
zine “Life” the other day, I saw a picture
of a young woman whose dress was made
out of varions kinds of licenses, permits,
vietory stamps and war-bond sertificates.
We do not want the stage to be reached
when we are able to publish pictures of a
suit composed entively of licenses that men
engaged in trade have been ohliged to take
out,

The schedule, to which the Minister re-
marked rather slyly that members would no
doubt be devoting a great deal of their atten-
tion, is something completely beyond the
capacity of any person who has not had a
technical education in that particular class
of chemistry. As to that part of the measure,
again the Minister must accept complete
responsibility for the technical correctness of
what he has put in the schedule. There is
no hurry for this Bill, though I suppose
there is no reason why it should not go
through at this stage if there has been an
undertaking to pass it through the Legisla-
tures of the different States. I hope that
in the intervening period between the pas-
sage of the legislation through Parliament
and the time it comes to operate, those en-
gaged in the trade who will be affected by
its provisions will take the opportunity to
find out exactly where they are, so lhat if
the Bill is not likely to operate successfully
in any direction they may be able to secure
an amendment before the Bill actually comes
into operation.
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HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land): I am opposed to the Bill hecause
there is so Jittle information in it that we
ean understand, and the Minister's speech
has not made it at all elear. Apart from
that, there is no starting point, no founda-
tion for the Bill. While the Bill provides
that the product of a certain plant con-
trolled by certain people must be seld at a
price to be fixed by a price-fxing commis-
sioner, it does not state upon what economic
basis that price will be fixed. It is extra-
ordinary that the Bill is not to come into
operation until after the war, until the
National Security Regulations are gone. It
is serionsly proposed that legislation should
be passed by this Parliamexnt, that is in.
fluenced by war, that is financed under
national security conditions. Having estab-
lished that, we have to deeide, when peace
comes, what people shall payv under peace
coaditions.

The Premier: The Commonwealth Gov-
crnment savs that if we pass this Bill a
distillery will be established here.

Mr. Marshall: That is rubbish!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: T am not going
to buy a distillery. That is not business
at all. To say that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment will establish a distillation plant in
Western Australia to get this Bill passed,
only makes the Bill more dangerous.

Mr. Boyle: That is news to me.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There you are!
We have no indication what the plant is
going to cost, nor of the conditions under
whieh it will be established.

Mr. Cross: They have let a contract for
it mow.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Ii is not in the
Bill, and the Minister bas given us no de-
tails at all. I defy anyone to know what
is proposed for Western Australia.

Mr. Marshall: There is no mention of a
distillery.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: I admit the
member for Canning gets information and
satisfies himself en matters concerning which
details do not often reach other memhers,
but I have taken an interest in this mat.
ter and have heen watching if.

Mr. Wiison: The job is nearly finished.

Hon. W. D. JOHANSON: It is not so
many weeks ago that the member for Collie
said there were only two men working en
the plant at Collie.

Mr. Wilson: There ars more now,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, W, D, JOHNSON: That again
makes the Bill a bit dangerous. It is all
surrounded by vested interests. I can
understand the member for Collie being
anxious to get any kind of Bill passed in
order to encourage the installation of a dis.
tillation plant, but I want members to take
stoek of the position. There has heen talk
of the establishment of a new order after
the war. If we believe men like Sir Stafford
Cripps, Mr. Anthony Eden, Dr. Dalton and
many other leaders in the British Empire,
capitalism as we know it today has gone and
will not retarn, but this measure is full of
capitalistic ideas. It bases future business
methods on present conditions which have
to go, which have to be reviewed. If we
pass this Biil, we sign a contract against
the new order. We declare that we are
going to see to it that, whatever else iz
altered by the new conditions, this distil-
lation plant shall not come under that pur-
view and that direction. I appeal to the
House not to pass a Bill of this deseription.
I ask members what authority, what right
we have, to eontraet the peoplc of the fuiuve
inte circumstarces that suit us just af the
moment., Again, this measure is being intro-
duced in the various States. If the vari-
ous States ecease to exist, whieh is quife pos-
sible, then this measure will go by the board.

Mr. McDonald: A lot of other things, too!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes. But if the
States do not cease to exist, what does this
Bill mean? If says that the individual
States shall have price-fixing, and we say
that the priee-fixing shall be done in West-
ern Australia. We do not know what will
be the economie cost, what will be the cost
of mismanagement or efficient management,
or the aetual outcome of the establishment
of this plant and its operations during the
war period. It may be that in West-
ern  Australia the expense will be
greater than that ineurred in the
other States, and that the cost of
production of the fuel will be higher
in Western Australin. There is there-
fore no guarantee of uniformity. There
is today uniformity in regard to ib.
stallations because one authority is do-
ing it. It is (one under national secur-
ity but when national security goes—and the
Bill definitely states, or the Minister did in
his speech, that it does not come into opera-
tion until national securify ceases—we have
to take the individval States, and it is pos-
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sible that the cost of this power-aleohol or
substitute motor spirit will be higher in
Western Australia than in other parts of
the Commonwealth.

Mr. Boyle: The ibstallation costs are up
50 per cent. now.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The position is
that we are making a contract today with
no guarantee that there will be a uniform
price througheut Australia for this produect.
We are contracting to fix a price after the
war, and in doing that we must take into
consideration the ezpense and cost of in-
stallation.  Surely members are not going
to do that. This is a blank cheque., There
is another difficulty. We in this State have
suffered and bave been loud in our com-
plaints about the operations of the Colonial
Sugar Refining Company, which has a grip
on the sugar production and distribution.
This is an e¢xtension of that company. Are
we, in a Bill of this kind, going to extend
its authority to eontrol another product?

Mr. Warner: They might convert it into
a whisky still!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
ber might be interested in whisky but I am
not. I am interested in a reasonable and
comparative price for motor spirit in West-
ern Australia—particularly for the pro-
ducers—as compared with other parts of
Australin. This Bill gives us no guarantee
in that regard. It simply gives a right to
the then Government to fix, as declared hy
a committee, a retail price for motor spirit
after the war period. We have no authority
to bind by contraet the people of the days
to come when we have no details in regard
to what economie effect it will have on them.
We have no right to involve the future gen-
eration. It might be for a short period or
it might be for a long one—neither you, Mr.
Speaker, nor I ean say. But whatever it is
we will know more then than we do now.
Let us wait until that time comes and we
will know exactly how this State stands,
compared with the rvest of Australia. We
will know whether we ean get an efficient
production in this State, and then having
got these details we can give assurances that
whatever Parliament is in power at the time
will do justiee to this power-aleohol com-
pany. That company is today getting its
guarantee from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, because that Government is encourag-
ing it to go ahead with this scheme. But it
is going into the matter with its eyes open.
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There is a contract written and clearly
stated, so it will not make any mistakes, but
from our point of view we have not any
guarantee that its efficiency, capacity, and
the plant it will instal will be such that the
guaranteed price in Western Australia will
be comparable with the prices in other parts
of the Commonwealth, Again, I submit to
members this point: Surely we should have
some understanding of what is geoing to be
done with the farmers’ wheat. When we fix
the price for this company, are we to get
no particulars of how it is going to deal
with the raw material from which it will ex-
tract the motor spirit? Are we going to
make a one-sided cortraet penalising the con-
sumers and disregarding the other party to
the contract, the producers? Is this com-
pany to get the wheat by contraeis fized
under war conditions; and are these con-
{racts of the war period to he perpetuated
in the peace period? Are the conditions to
be such that, in the period for which we avre
legislating after the war, the price will be
based on the surplus of wheat that we have
today, or is the producer of wheat in the
days to come, in order that this plant may
be kept in production, to be penalised?

Are the producers to receive no guaran-
tee that the Price Fixing Commissioner will
have no obligation to protect them in the
gsame way as he does the consumers? That
is unfair to the producers. While we look
upon wheat as being of doubtful economic
value when Australia and the main wheat
producing eountries are saturated with
wheat, the hoge surplus and earry-over in-
fluence the establishing of plants of this
kind. Buat after the war when the other
peoples of the world will be looking to this
and other countries for wheat we should
make a special effort to use every conceiv-
able kind of ship to take wheat from our
shores to feed those unfortunate people who
are suffering privations. Are we then going
to say, “No. The wheat is not going. We
have a plant in Western Aunstralia, and an
undertaking hy legislation paszed in 1942,
that that plant should be kept in production,
and regardless of what is the cost of produc-
tion we are going to see that the price is
fixed and the consumer shall pay it, hut at
the same fime we are going to see to it that
that which the consumer uses is going to he
extracted from the wheat for which the pro-
duacer has no guarantee that his payment
will be even fair or remunerative”?
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Those are the considerations that appeal to
me on a Bill of this kind. T admit I do
not understand the Bill. 1 agree with the
Minister that it is highly techaical. The
member for Canning understands it, but he
always understands everything.

Mr. Cross: That is in your opinion.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That is my
opinion of the hon. member. T admit that
I do not understand this Bill, and he laughs
at me beeause it is so simple to him. Un-
fortunately I have not got his capacity.

Mr. Cross: You should

Mr. SPEAEER: Order! I must ask the
member for Canning to keep order.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: Evidently the
Minister is in my class, becanse he admitted
that the measare is highly technical and that
technical experts will have to interpret it
for us. I also notice that the member for
West Perth hesitated to disseet the Bill be-
canse of its technical character. Even if it
were clear 1 would hesitate to support it.
I do not like the prineiple of the thing. It
is a blank cheque. Just because a conference
has assembled in the Eastern States and an
understanding is arrived at we are net
obliged to agree to those understandings.
That there is no urgency for the measme is
evidenced by the Minister’s deeclaration that
it is not to come into operation wntil the
war ends and the National Seeurity Regula-
tions go by the board. I hope the House will
hesitate hefore passing legislation of this
sort.

MR. NORTH (Claremont): I have lis-
tened with great inferest to the debate.

Mr. Doney: Do you understand the Bill?

Mr. NORTH: This House is proving to
be a deliberative Chamber, becanse, while
in the first instance it seemed to be favour-
ably disposed to the measure, technieal
though it is, members are now raising doubts,
In faect, the whole place is becoming very
argumentative, My impression was that
many opportunities existed to get oil in
Australia, but that American companies were
paying their experts thousands of pounds to
ensnre that that oil was not brought to the
surface. This Bill, whatever else it does,
explodes that myth and indicates that we
need all the facilities possible to produce
oil for this country. I am in favour of any
seheme to inercase liquid fuel supplies while
we are fighting for our lives.

[ASSEMBLY.}

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Under any eondi-
tions ?

Mr. NORTH: I admit the force of the
hen. member’s contentions, but I think the
primary object at this stage should be to en-
courage the production of any sort of liguid
fuel. Can we be sure how long the famous
American oil wells will last, not taking into
consideration the oi] wells of Russia, Persia
and Java? We have no information on this
point. I have read articles stating that the
existing oil wells have a limited life, but
then we hear from time to time that new
gushers have occurred. This Bill might prove
to be a historical enactment. We cannot be
sure that in the next few vears the famous
oil wells of the world will not peter out. If
they do, then all these substitute fuels will
he highly important beeause they will form
the hasis of our liguid fuels. Benzole was in
nse in Great Britain 25 years ago for the
running of cars. Scientists are trying to
produee a substitnte by means of the split
atom. This is still in the experimental stages,
but we have learnt in the last two years
that the atom has been split and that German
and Ameriean scientists ave investigating
the matter. Apart from this, I feel that the
Bill is very important. We should encourage
the production of all possible substitutes
and, when the war does end, if we have to
revise our ideas, it will not be hard to do so.

MR. SAMPSON {(Swan): I have listened
with great interest to the eriticism following
the introduction of this measure and must
admit without mental reservation that I am
amazed. Not many weeks ago we heard
various speakers advocating the establish-
ment of distillation plants for the production
of liquid fuel from wheat. In view of world
conditions af the time, the question of pro-
duecing suhbstitute fuels seemed important,
and it is not less important now that such
distillation plants should be established. No
one can say how soon these plants will be
necessary, Althongh we have been able to
manage so far with imported liquid fuels,
we have not really heen called upon to ex-
pand the quantity of liquid fuel that might
be required locally if Australia were in-
vaded. Owing to lack of shipping space
wheat, unfortunately, cannot be exported,
and so 1t is desirable that it be used as sug-
gasted in the Bill

I see no real need to refer to the great
importance of liquid fuel and of utilising
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wheat for produecing it. The time is one of
emergency, and while I realise that when
we return to normal times it will be futile
to manufacture liquid fuel from wheat, that
stage is not yet. If conditions were normal
we would be exporting all our surplus wheat,
but in the absence of shipping space that
i3 not practicable. Whether the production
of lignid fuel is costly or otherwise is heside
the question, Whether the position regard-
ing the production of sugar in Queensland
constitutes a scandal is also beside the ques-
tion, and I do not think we need consider
it. I hope that you, Mr. Speaker, would not
permit sueh a discussion, although you have
allowed a slight inenrsion into the realms of
this frequently-discussed question.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! That is not in
the Bill.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am glad, Sir, that you
are not allowing sueh discussion.

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the hon. memher
to discuss the Bill,

Mr. SAMPSON: A reference was made
to it by the versatile member for Guildford-
Midland.

Mr. J. Hegney: Get on with the Bill.

Mr. SAMPSON: When no other sup-
port can be found for the member for
Guildford-Midland, there will always be one
smalt voice to speak up for him. However,
I do not object to that. Until better methods
of distilling liquid fuel from wheat are dis-
covered, the commodity must be very costly,
but that is not the point. People will feel
greater confidence in the future when distil-
lation plants are established throughout the
Commonwealth. I would have no ohjection
to the establishment of a plant at Collie. It
might be wise to have one at Armadale,
which would be more easy of access to the
railway. I have yet to understand why
objection should he offered to the Bill, and
feel certain no division on it will be called
for. The objections have not been made
plain. I do not doubt the measure will pass
when the second reading is submitted, and
later, in the Commitfee stage, pass withount
a division. I chaillenge any objector to call
for a division on the Bill. T am by no means
sure that the faet of a Bill containing &
mass of technicalities adds any great signi-
ficance to it so far as the House is concerned.
Surely it is not expected of members that
they should understand the technical points
of a measure. That is not needed. What
i neceessary is n realisation of world
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conditions and of the importance of ensur-
ing that liquid £uel made from wheat shall
be available for the many uses, and particu-
larly war uses, for which it will be needed.
So I shall join the great majority of mem-
bers of this Chamber in voting for the pass-
ing of the Bill, and I shall await with some
small interest the submission of the measure
and shall be more than surprised if a division
is taken on it.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT (in reply}: I am consid-
erably encouraged by the support offered to
the Bill hy the member for Swan. To the
best of my knowledge, this is the first time
he has ever supported a measure introduced
by me. The most amazing of many amazing
statements made by the member for
Guildford-Midland was that the Bill is.
full of capitalistic ideas. I suppose the
hon. member is so acenstomed to getting
away with general sweeping eondemnations
of that character thai he feels the expres-
sion of it might be as effective here as the
cxpression of it by him in other places
might be. Let us have a look at some of
the capitalistic ideas in the Bill! I would
like the hon. memher to refer specifically to
one.

Mr. Sampson:
capitalistic ideas?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Obviously, the member
for Guildford-Midland is not able to refer
specifically to one idea in this Bill which
is capitalistic in nature.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Don’f be childish!

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
NEVELOPMEXT: T am asking the hon.
member to he manly,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
cannot ask that question just now.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL DE-
VELOPMENT: I suggest to the member
for Guildford-Midland, through you, Mr.
Speaker, that he by some means or other
make reference to one capitalistic idea in
the Bill.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Bill itself is
capitalistie,

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL DE-
VELOPMENT: It is perfeetly clear that
the hon. member, when brought up with «
round turn regarding his sweeping asser-
tion that the Bill is full of capitalistie

What is wrong with



992

ideas, is not able to mention even one small
capitalistic idea as being contained in the
Bill,

Hon. W. D). Johnson: The whole of it is
capitalistie.

The MINISTER FOR IXDUSTRIAL DE-
VELOPMENT: First of all, I point out
that the Commonwealth Government—which
is not a capitalistic coneern, I imagine—is
establishing these distilleries in  several
Australian States for the production of
power-alechol.

IHon. W. I). Johnson: That is news. [
understood the Colonial Sngar Refining Co.
was establishing them.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL DE-
VELOPMENT : The member for Guildford-
Midiand would probably make a more effect-
ive speeeh, and a speech far more in ae-
~cordance with faets, if he took a little more
trouble to aseertain the facts.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: Eavle Page would
not give them.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL DE-
VELOPMENT: The hon. member is never
concerned about getting the facts if he feels
that those faets will interfere at all with
the pre-comceived ideas he has developed
about any proposal. That remark is very
applicable in regard to the present Bill.
One almost feels like searching delicately
for the nigger in the woodpile as regards
the attitnde of the hon. member towards
thix Bill. T may have a little more to say
on that aspect in a moment or two, So the
authority financing the establishment of
these power-alechol distilleries is not a
capitalistic concern. It is the Government
of Australia, I suggest that when the
Commonwealth Government establishes a
coneern, one may reasonably describe that
coneern as being a soeialistic concern in
respect of its establishment and ownership,
even if a portion of its operations, or a
large portion of its operations, may under
some arrangement or contraet be handed
over to some private company. That is No.
1 idea in the Bill that is not capitalistic,
but is entirely soeialistic; and therefore it
is intrigning to find the member for Gnild-
ford-Midland eondemning the Bill as heing
full of eapitalistic ideas.

Another important part of the Bill pro-
vides for the licensing of persons and firms
handling petrol or motor spirit of one kind
and another. T have yet to learn that the
system of licensing is ecapitalistie. I think
that if we were to consuli with the biggest
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capitalists in Australia, we would find that
they were agains! a licensing of this de-
seription, because licensing by a Parliament
indicates that there is to be some public
control over the business firm or business
individual so licensed. Therefore I suggest
strongly that a system of public licensing
of business concerns and business indi-
viduals is not ecapitalistie, but the very
opposite of eapitalistic. I am disappointed
here again to find the member for Guild--
ford-Midland opposing something that is
anti-eapifalistiec when I had anticipated,
ever so confidently, that he would be ¢na
of the strongest supporters of the measure
because of the important prineiple which it
contains.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You know me bet-
ter thap that!

The AIINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I may know the hon.
member far better than he knows himself.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I do not blow hot
and cold.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: No; the hon. member
blows cold all the time. Yet another import-
ant principle of the Bill is that of price-
tixing; and the peculiar mind of the member
for Guildford-Midland in connection with
this Bill works it out that a system of price-
fixing is a capitalistic idea. He would find
it highly difieult to dig up or discover one
real capitalist anywhere in the world who
would agree with him. Therefore, it becomes
crystal clear that the real opposition of
the member for Guildford-Midland is not
the opposition he has told us about this
afternoon; it is some other opposition aris-
ing from some concern he feels and about
which he has not told ns. I am sorry he
did not take us into his confidence.

Hon, W. D. Jobnson: You can be clean
in debate.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I am sorry he did not
take us into his confidence and tell us why
he voiced such strong opposition to the
measure. I would rot have had the slightest
objection had he strongly opposed the Bill
with reasons that had some logic and eom-
monsense in them; hut I object strongly to
his rising in his seat and declaring rather
dramatically that this Bill is full of capital-
istic ideas, when the truth is that there is
not one capitalistic idea in it from the first
word to the last.
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My, Thorn: Do you think there is a nig-
ey in the woodpile?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The member for Gaild-
ford-Midland told ns there was no starting-
point, or datum peg, in the Bill. Of course
there is not! How eould there be? The con-
trol of power-alcohol, substitute liquid fuels
and motor spirits js for the duration of the
war under the National Sceurity Regula-
tions. Tlow then is it possible-to establish
n starting date for the Bill when we know
it cunnot commenee to operate until the war
endds and the National Security Regulationg
are no longer in foree? If the member for
Cnildford-Midland ean give us the date on
which the war will end and provide an ac-
ceptable guarantee abouf that date, we will
put a starting date in the Bill to be the date
on which it will, if passed, come into opera-
lion ag nn Act of this Parliament. I sug-
west again that the argument of the member
tor Guildford-Midland that the Bill is dan-
@erous because there is no starting date in it
falls completely to the ground. It is an
argument which no member of this Assem-
bly ean accept as bheing a valid argument
ngainst the Bill. Tt is impossible to put a
starting date in the Bill, because no-one
knows when the war will end, and eonse-
fuently no-one ean sav when the National
Seeurity Regulations will eecase to have
effect.

Until the war ends and those regulations
za out of existence, this Rill, if passed, will
not come into operation as an Aet. As soon
as the war ends and those regulations cease
to exist, this Bill, if passed, will come into
operation as an Act. The member for Guild.
ford-Midland seeks to eloud in eonfusion the
question of how priees would be fixed by
the eommittee to be set up under the Bill
to fix prices for power-zleohol, substitute
liquid fuels and the like. He indicated to
us that there is no possible basis, that we
are foolish to pass today a Bill which sets
ont that the prices of those fuels shall be
fixed only when the measure c¢omes into
operation. The basis for the fixation of the
prices which the committee will, if the Bill
passes, recommend to the Government will
be the production costs of the various fuels
and motor spirits. Is not that the right basis,
the only hasis? What other basis can there
he?

So the attempt of the member for Guild-
ford-Midland to cloud that clear-cot provi-
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sion is without justifiention,” He:wsaid that
the Bill is dangerous hecauzé¢ it will bhind
the people for the future. Would not every
Bill be dangerous on the same ground? Ts
not every- Act which this and all other.Par-
liaments in the world pass anp-Act binding
on the people for the future? Are.we to
pass no Bill because we are not sure what
might happen next year or the year. after?
That is a poliey of frustration, negation; and
despair, 1t is an impossible poliey, and 1
am surprised (o think there is one member
of this Chamber who would stand in his
seat and advocate it. The member for
Guildford-Midland told us that we ecannot
ostimate the likely economic conditions of
the future, hov the likely economic cffects
on the people if this Bill passes. Would
not that be a valid argument against any. and
every Bill if it is a valid argument against
this Bill? This Bill must be passed hefore
the war ends; that surely is obviows to
every memher of this Chamber except one.
If the war ends next year, the National
Security Regulations will eease to operate.

Mr. Patrick: They will operate for 12
months after the war ends.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Some legal doubt cxists
on that point. If the regulations go out of
operation and there is no State legislation
to desl with this question of power-aleohol.
substitute liguid fuels and so on, we shall
have no control of any kind over those fuels.
It is obvious to me, at all events, that the
world-wide powerful monopolies. dealine
in motor spivits would seon put ont
of existenece any undertakings established in
Australia which were producing sahbstitute
liguid fuels of one kind or another. It i
cssential, thercfore, that the Bill be passed
before the war ends. I should think it is
not impossible for the war to end next
year; econsequently this Bill ought to he
passed during this session. We all might
have our itdeas as to how long the war will
continne. I might think it will continue
for another five years, whilst some other
member may be of the opinion that it will
continue for ten ycars, but nonc of us ean
be surc.

Mr. J. Hegney:
for Canning think?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : It might very -well- end
long beforc we think it will.

My, Fox: That is pretty deﬁmtc

What does thé- member
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The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: We should not hold the
Bill vp simply on the ground that we think,
or feel, the war might not end for another
five or ten vears. The Leader of the Op-
position asked if it was really necessary to
establish a commitéee of control. In my
opinion, there is every necessity for the
smail committee proposed to be set up. I
think it is elear from the wording of this
Bill and from the nature of the problem
that a good deal of investigation will have
to be carried out if the proposed legislation
is to be made ecffective. 1t seems to me
that a small committee of selected snitable
men is the best organisation to cnsure that
the intentions of the Bill are carried out
with the utmost possible effect.

The real reason for the establishment of
the committee and the granting to it of the
powers set out in the Bill is to ensure that
substitute liquid fuels produced in Austra-
lia shonld be used. Unmless we set down by
law that they shall be used, unless we charge
a committee with the responsibility of sce-
ing that they are used in accordance wiih
the provisions of the Bill, it is quite evi-
dent that most people trading in motor
spirit in Australia would prefer to wse im-
ported motor spirit. They would nat have
the slightest hesitation in refusing to pur-
chase any substitute liquid fuels produccd
in Australia. That would wmean the sud-
den and complete end of every effort made
during the war in  Australia  to cstablish
these undertakings for the production of
substitute fuels, and would place Australia
entirely at the merey of oversea supplies
and eniirely in the hands of the oil com-
panies which are operating in Australin but
whose headquarters ave in other parts of
the world.

It is necessary to license retailers as well
as wholesalers or mannfacturers in ovder
to make sure that cvery retailer will aceept
his fair share of substitute liquid fuel. 1f
every retailer is not licensed, the retailers
will be more or less ontside the seope of
the measure. We would not have the same
control over them as we wonld if they were
licensed under the measure.

Mr. Waits: If it is nnlawful to sefl un-
mixed fuel how could they seil it to the
public?

The MINISTER = FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT : If they are not licensed
there will not be the same control aver their
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activities as wounld he possible it they were
licensed. I am sure they wonid not take
the risk of being delicensed as traders or
dealers, if this principle of the Bill becomes
law. If it does not they might easily take
the risk of being fined £2 or £20, or cven
£50, for breaking the law.

Mr. Watts: I cannot make out whenee
they are going to get the fuel.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL

DEVELOPMENT: If we provide in the
Bill that they shall get the fuel and not he
licensed, they could take whatever stepy were
open to obtain ovdinary motor spivit.  All
motor spivit will not bc biended, and re-
tailers might he in the position to obtain
mmotor spirit which is not blended to the
extent that some will he. If they could do
that they would be able to place themselves
in a very advantageous position eompaved
with other retailers who might be doing what
was eonsidered n fair thing, We had hetter
he eareful to keep in the Bill the licensing
provisions in respect of the retailers,
" There was some diseussion as to whether
the establishment of o power-alechol distil-
lery in this State is a real attempt, There
was some suggestion that the attempts made
so far to establish the power-alecohol dis-
tillery might he camouflage, that we might
never reach the stage when this power-aleohol
distillery  would actually produce power-
aleohol. T give members an ahsolute assur-
ance that considerable progress has heen
made in the establishment of the works in
the South-West. Some criticism was voiced
early n the session regarding the small
number of men working at the site at Collie.
Although that criticism was true in fadt, it
overlooked the most important phase of the
carly aetivities invelved in establishing an
industry sueh as this. The most important
carly work in connection with the establi<h-
ment of an industry of this kind doesx not
take place on the site wheve the industry is
to be established, but in the workshops and
the faetories wheve the steel has to be fabri-
cated and the netting and other wire has to
he manufactured, where the various tanks
required for distillation purposes have in
he made, -

Mr. Boyle:
taneons joh? ‘

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Yes. At the same time
as only five or six men were employved at
the site at Collie, upwards of 200 men were

Would that not he a simnl-
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employed in factories and workshops in the
metropelitan avea, assisting in the manufac-
ture of the neecessary steel required. Many
men were employed in conneetion with aeti-
vities associated with the processing of the
timbers required. Most of the materials
required for construetion purposes are avail-
able today, The railway line has been put
in, & water supply is in the process of being
provided, and generally speaking the point
has almost been reached where a start is
to be made in the work of establishing the
necessary buildings and other structures re-
quired in the South-West to enable this in-
dustry to be properly established and to be-
gin the actual work of producing power-
alcohol from wheat.

AMr. Seward: Could you indicate when it is
likely to be in actual production?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: It should commenece
within a period of from 12 to 15 months,
There was some discussion ahout the sche-
dule to the Bill, T approach the discussion
of the schedule with some nervounsness.

My, SPEAKER: I think the Minister had
hetter not discuss it at present.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: The schednle really pro-
vides the system by which the trne flash-
point of motor spirit and other liguid fuels
is to be ascertained. Reference iz made to
the apparatus to be used, and to the fest
to be applied to the mofor spirit and lignid
fuels.  There is referenee to atmospherie
pressure, temperatores and so on. But in
essence the information or procedure set out
in the schedule is designed fo asecertain
whether any liquid proposed to be used as
a lignid fuel meets all the essential reguire-
ments of the most scientifie test whieh can
be applied to those spirits or liquid fuels.
T admit that it is entirely technieal but it
has received the very careful and econcen-
irated attention of the Government Analyst
and his assistants, and has heen developed
es a result of the consideration they have
given to the matter and also, to some extent,
on the basis of what has been the practiee
in connection with this sort of thing over
many years.

Although the schedule is technical and has
u rather terrifying effect upon a layman whao
reads it with the idea of understanding it, it
has bebind it the full foree of scientific end
teehnical knowledge and experienee and, I
think, can be accepted quite safely by the
members of this Parhiament, It is not my
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desire that the Bill should be forced through
Committee; it is not my destre that it should
he rushed through withont members having
reasonable opportunities to develop amend-
ments and place them on the Notice Paper.
In order that members ean have that oppor-
tanity T am prepared to make the Committee
stuge of the Bill an order for the next sit-
ting of the House if that arrangement is
agreed to. I do hope, however, that mem-
bers who have in mind the moving of amend-
ments will give early attention to any that
they propose—particularly if they are
of a technical character—and, if possible,
have them placed on the Notice Paper for
the next sitting in order that they might
receive the consideration of the technieal
officers of the Governmeut.
Question put and passed. -

Bill read a second time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1942-43,
In Comuiittee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 20ih Oectober
on the Treasurer’s Financial Statement and
on the Annual Estimates, Mr. Seward in
ihe Chair. ;

Vote—Legislative Council, 1'1,890;

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) (£147: I do
not propose to speak at any grest length on
the Estimates. To wmy mind the time is not
opportune. I greatly admired the manner
in which the Aeting Treasurer introduced
the Estimates, and the masterly way in
which he placed the items before the Com.
nmittee. I repret, of course, that we have
not the Auditor General's Report with the
Estimates so that we conld disséet them
more than we are able to at present. What
I principally want to speak on today is
post-war reconstruction. My mind now,
and that of everyone else’s in this Cham-
ber, is concentrated on one objeet—the best
ways and means to assist the war effort.
Then again we have to coneentrate on what
we are going to do after this war terminates.
Some of us get downhearted and think, per-
haps, that it will never terminate. But
when it ceases we will have to provide em.
pleyment for the many thousands of men
and women who will be returning to our
shores, We do not again want to have the
difficulty we experienced in the past. We
do not want to have any more depressions
if they can be avoided.
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"I would Iiké Lo see a commitiee appointed
from the Housé to deal with every phahe
ut post-igif reconstruetion, not ouly in re-
gard-to land #ttlement xnd the opening up
and dc\'elopmcﬂt of onr country hut also
in regard to' sévomlary industries. It the
Prvlm(-[- \\ouhl také members into-his con-
tidenwe and dpj)omt a committee fur that
purpose, m coudddo a wonderful amount
of go'.)d ‘I ¥ndi ‘that 1 and my colleagues
from the ‘Sonth-West portion of the Staie,
whiere' l(rrg‘d Fnd' ‘settlenient will tuke place,
know o clectorates from A o X, and we
el bt- oF wonietful assistancs to any Min-
stor or ‘Clovériiment wanting ‘advied in re-
"'mil "to" sé{tlh:p; peaple sueeessfully on the
lind, " We 'do tot want any repetition of
what ¢veurred in connection with the group
<otilement schemes” We do not want thou-
<onds of people leaving the land -after mil-
lions of pounds have heen thrown away. Wao
do uol’ want these “men and women fo he
foreed, broken-hearted after years of hawil
lahour, to leave their holdings. We want
to have a proper spirit of  co-ordimation,
and we st ook forward in the futore to
building wp in this State a population, not
of 400,000 people, but  of 5,000,000 or
6,000,000, - Aunstralin should have a popu-
lation of - 3,000,000 or 60,000,000, No
wonder these Asiatic and other over-popu-
lated countries enst envious eves on Aus-
iralia. .

The ouly way to do that, to my wmind,
and have the. people properiy fod, i (o
settle the whole of the Soeuth-West portion
of the State. To 4o that we must huild
railways, The railway must estend fo the
port of Albany. That scheme has been
approved for many years. 1t must also ex-
tend to Mt. Barker and .so to the port of
Albany. The Government of the day might
say, “It will eost a tremendons amount of
money to-.build  these railways—perhaps
£10,000 a mile or - possibly. move.” That
wnay be so, but:if we build a ‘rilway to
the port of Albany an cnormous amount of
money will be:saved by reason of our hav-
ing a harbowr at the gateway of production.
Wlien we contehplate settling people on the
land and giving thoin-a living, we will hear
peoplé say,-*Look at-the misetly wage the
farmet pays.'':: That is because our eeco-
nomic system is wrong. .“We ean do wmoth-
nir untit we give a ‘minimum - goavanteed
price to the man on the lahd ‘foir everything
he produces. To mi mind grants, and- the
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giving of subsidies for butter-fat, only
amount to a wasted effort.  Until we can
put the people on the land on the same basis
as wen working in secontary and other in-
dustries we will not have any suecess.

It is appatling to know that every time
a nun who represents a coantry electorate
stands up in thiv Chamber, he has to plead
for helter c¢onditions for those people. That
state of affairs should not he. I am, there-
fou-, hopeful thut something may be done:

that the Goverament will hring down a Bilt
this session te fix a price for evervthing that
the man on the land produces. Until
that is done, T can  see no  future
for those poople. In dealing with pest-
war recoustinetion I am  talking  mainly

to the Minister for Lands and to the Min-
ister for Forests, It is today a fact thar
not one aere of land, whether it bhe timber
land or otherwise, in the whole of the South-
Weost can be selected or alienated from the
(rown unless consent is first obtained from
the Forests Department. [ know that an-
other 10,000 settlers could be settled and
settled successfully in my vast electorate to-
meorrew; and goodness knows how many
thowsanids of people eould be settled in the
South-West portion of the State, where there
are no marginal arcas,

Unfortunately, of course, we have thrown
men out helter skelter into the Great Eastern
districts, now known as the marginal areas,
and broken their hearts. After years of
labour and starvation they have come back
on to the labour market. There is no risk
of that bappening in the South-West, for
there we can grow anxthing and everything.
Therefore I appeal to the Minister for Lands
and the Minister for Forests to have further
classifications made and to secure better co-
ordination between the Landsz and Forests
Departments <o that we shall be prepared for
post-war reconstruction.  The Government
should avail itself of the knowledge pos-
sessed not only by members of Parlinment
hut also of practical men who have made a
siwcess of their ‘work on the Jand.  Such
prople are prepared to nssisl and advise the
Government regarding a great land “settle-
mient schene for the South-West,  That is
the State’s natural avenue for development.
Other eommmittees consisting of members of
the Flonse could: be farmed to aseertain what
could be done to fosfer secondary industries,
I adiit that we have n Minister for Employ-
ment, but there are many men and women



[23 Ocroner, 1942.]

in the State who could give the Government
valuable advice.

I join issue with the member for Swan on
his remarks regarding the Apple and Pear
Aequisition Board., I sav that the board
has saved the [ruitgrowing industry and,
when 1 speak ot the industry, 1 refer to
the men who grow good quality fruit for
export.  Although the hoard has not given
them very imneh, they have been enahled to
naintain their assets and earry on.

My. Sampson: Two shillings per case.

Mr. J. H. SMITH : Doubtless the member
for Swan is aetuated by the best motives,
but he is alwayvs unneceessarily concerned be-
cause growers arve taxing themselves to
preserve their own interests. T applaud their
sclf-veliance in doing so. Had not they
taken this step te combat the froit-fly,
black-spot and codlin moth pests, where
would they be today? Their industry would
have disappeared. I eannot understand the
member for Swan, who is distinetly out of
step with 95 per cent. of the growers in my
district—men who normally export a million
rages of fruit.

Mr. Sampson: Move amongst the apple-
growers, and youn will understand.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: There might have
heen some exeuse for his remarks last year
becanse there was a large demand for our
produee. But for that demand, T do not
know what the position of the growers would
have been. However, the member for Swan
is right out of step with the growers in my
distriet.

Mr. Sampson: Cheek up yvour percentage
again,

Mr, J. H. SMITH: T said 95 per eent.:
T might have said 100,

Mr, Sampson: Are you sure it is not over
1002

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Settlers in my dis-
triet were induced to grvow tobaeco. Prae-
tically the whole of the tobaceo produced
in Wostern Australia is grown in the Nelson
clectorate, though T helieve there ave a few
experimental plots in the Suossex distriet.
Tohaeeo wsupplics 1o eonsumers are very
short. It is impossible to get pipe tobaceo
in Perth, Many people are going without
it. T helicve that it is not even heing sup-
plied to members of the Armed Forees. We
have an appraisement board, and T want
to mention an instance of unfairness. The
Minister is not vesponsible; so far as I
can judge, nobody is to ame. The first
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20 prowers who put their tobaceo on the
appraisement floor found the prices so un-
satisfactory that other growers protested and
withdrew their leaf from sale. The tobacce
submitted by the first 20 prowers, however,
was sold but, after other growers had pro-
tested and withdrawn their tobaceo, the price
was Inereased by amounts of from 24. to 8d.
a pound. »

There is no redress for the 20 or wmore
growers who were in the first group. De-
finitely they have been robhed. The afficialy
of the Department of Agriculture have done
everylhing possible to vemedy the injustice.
The Under Seeretary waited on the hoard
in the Eastern States, but nothing could be
done. The tobaceo had been sold. We have
had to use all our inflnenee and persunasive
powers to get growers to put in crops this
vear, especially the 20 growers coneerned.
They were so disgusted that they said they
would not plant this year. You, Mr. Chair-

man, know how costs have inereased
but in every instance in which I bhave
examined the aecounts, I have found

that the prices paid for tobaceo pro-
duced this vear were less than those
paid last year, cven toking into con-
sideration the bonus of 10 per cent. Yet the
price to consumers has increased gooduness
knows how many shillings per pound. An-
other matter I wish to rvefer to is the pro-
posed Commonwealth referendam.

The Minister for Lands: What about the
flax industry?

Mr. ). H. SMITH: The flax industry is
huoyant; it is one of the hright spots. 1
wanted the Premier to visit the Upper Blaek-
waood Show on Tuesdny week, but the aus-
terity loan opens on that day, and it is im-
possible for him to go. 1 wonld like mem-
bers to visit my electorate and see what is
heing done in the flax industry. Excellent
crops have heen estublished, especially at
Royup Rrook. Apart trom the men work-
ing in the field, over 200 men are employed
in the fax wills. Many girls are working
in the fiax, fobaceo and apple industries,
and are doing a wonderfu] job. The flax-
growers are grateful for the assistanee re-
ceived from a sympathetic Minister. He
has done everything possible to ensnre that
the mdustry flourishes and that the South-
West henefits from ii. I believe we are
now praducing more flax than is any other
State of the Commonwealth, and I hope it
will prove to he a permaneni post-war in-
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dustry. I believe we shall be able to pro-
duce it for about £100 per ton, which will
make export possible. I wish to say a few
words about the proposed Commonwealth
referendum. I regret that the Common-
wealth has decided to take a rveferendum
at this stage and thus eause a sevious divi-
sien amongst the people. I eannot pose as
an authority on the Constitation, hut I be-
lieve the Commeonwealth already has suffi-
cient power. Yesterday the Leader of the
Opposition, in speaking on this subject,
gave the finest and most masterly address
I have heard sinee I entered the Chamher
in 1921, and I congratulate him upon it.
I do not agree with the holding of a vefer-
endum;- to do so:.would be to divide the
people. The Commonwealth is taking away
all our State powers. To a great extent we
are .now. governed hyv XNafional Security
Regulations. - Under the Financial Agree-
mment we have to look to 1he Commonwealth
Giovernment for repatriation after the war,
sinee we have no funds of our own. The
work of repatriation should, however, bhe
done through a eommittee of this Parlin-
ment.

. T desire to express my wreat disappointment
with the flevernment heeause of its failure
to bring down a Bill for the postponcment
of the next general elections. November is
close up, and an clection is due in March
next. Tast February, just after Japan en-
tered the war, we thonght lit to postpone
the general elections for 12 months, empower-
ing the Governor-in-Council to cause an
election to be hkeld at any time if the war
position heeame hrvighter. But we have
never heen in s0 preearious a position as we
are in today. Instead of thinking of clee-
tions, every member of the coramunity
should be thinking of how he or she can
assist to win the war. But now there is a
proposal to split the people on election
issues at a time when we should ali be com-
bined in one effort to win the war. T ecare
not whether the Government is Labour,
Country Party, or National, or even one
comprising Independents. Many members,
in my opinion, are looking for the emolu-
ments of office; and in saying this I speak
not of this place but of somewhere else.
Those members are merely thinking of port-
folios,

Will any sane person assert that the
present is a fit time to go hefore the people
and talk pelities, Labour, National or Coun-
try Party? If T made sueh an assertion, it
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would he proof that I was not thinking
of the Empire, The Mother of Parliaments
has extended her life for another 12 months,
and extensions will go on until the war ter-
minates. Many people are calling for a
eomposite Government and suggesting that
the Leader of the Opposition be included in
the Ministry, As regards emoluments, in my
opinion a Minister should not receive more
than is paid to an ordinary member of Pax-
liamient. All should be on the same basis of
remuneration. We should have enongh to
live on #nd look after our constituents, and
the Commonwenlth should receive the rest
hy way of compensation. We should be put
on soldiers’ pay. The main thing fo eon-
centrate upon today is to induee people
to invest in war bonds. These are
reasons why I vegret that the Premier has
not brought down a Bill to extend the life
of this Assembly., Let me add that T do not
know of one person in my electorate whe is
looking for a scat in Parlinment. The con-
tention is heard that the Labonr Party is
m disgrace and that therefore the present
ix the time for a general cleetion.

But thouvsands of our men arve away ho-ht-
ing for their wives and ehildren and for
their country, Are those men to be deprived
of a voice in the election of this Parliament?
Tt would be a shame to hold an election while
thousands of our hest are away, losing life
or limh. Have they not a right to say who
shall govern Western Australin? How can
they exercise a vote? Are they to be prac-
tically disfranchised? Are we to take the
stand of saving, “Never mind those fel-
lows”? The time 1s not opportune in any
respect for a general election. Any man or
woman who advoeates the dividing of our
people on paltry political issues today is
turning the minds of our people out of the
right groove, and is a traitor to this coun-
try. I could speak at great length on var-
ious aspects of these Estimates, but 1 will
conclude now.

Mr. CROSS: I move—

That progress he reported.

Motion put and negatived.

MER. WATTS (Katanning): I shall not
sav much on these Estimates, the financial
aspect of which has been dealt with by my
predecessor here in a manner which all agree
was fully satisfactory. I do not intend to
deal with the financial aspeets at all, but
there are one or two subjeets on which T
desire to offer a few remarks. First of all,
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I am interested to ascertain what is going
to be the exact position of Western Austra-
lian wheatgrowers, as a result of resiriction
and guaranteed price proposals which have
heen put forward by the Commonwealth
Minister for Commeree, Mr. Seully. In con-
veysation with other members I have fre-
guently expressed the view that these pro-
posals amounted not to a plan but only to a
scheme, The distinetion between those two
words may not be clear to every other mem-
ber of the Committee, hut it is very eleax
to me. A plan, so far as I appreciate the
meaning of that word, eontains all details
necessary for carrying it out, and those de-
tails are made known to the parties econeerned
in carrying out the plan and also in receiv-
ing the benefits of it. Tn this case we have
not been supplied with details, We had
ample evidenee of that when the MMinister
for Lands spoke in this Chamber on one or
1wo oceasions, and also realised it £from Press
reports as well as from our own experienee
of the position in the farming arcas. For
my part I regard the proposal which gives
4s. for the first 3,000 bushels of wheat of
overy wheatgrower as substantially satisfae-
tory.

The only dillieulty in vegard fo such a
proposal when fivst mocted was the absenece
of any guarantec of the price the producer
would receive if he produced more than 3,000
hurhels. We know—it has heen pointed out
here time and again and I need not vepeal
it-—that this is a State in which there is n
areater proportion of wheatgrowers who,
in normal times, have produced more than
3,000 bushels per farm. Despite the faet
that there has been a substantial decrease
in acreage., I point out that the deerease
applics only to Western Australia.  Not-
withstanding that decvease in acreage, in
comparison with the normal, a substantial
proportion of onr wheatgrowers will pro-
duee more than 3,000 bushels per farm.
Thevefore, it was first neecssary to try to
find out what the Minister for Commeree
proposed to do in regard to the surplus of
ench farm that produced move than 3,000
bushels, having, as I said, been satisfied with
his proposition that for the fivst 3,000
hnshels there would he a payment of 4s.
per bushel.

A long time clapsed before any proposi-
tion of n definite character ecame forward
from the Minister for Commerce. Repre-
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sentations were made to him that the eost
of production of the wheat should be asecer-
tained, and some effort made to pay for
the surplus over 3,000 bushels a price which
approximated the ascertained cost of pro-
duction on an average farm. That proposal
appeared to be unsatisfactory to the MMin-
ister for Commeree. Finally, a proposal was
made by him—I think the last one—to pay
for this surplus wheat the sum of 2s. per
bushel. I de not know what justifieation
there is for that, partienlarvly as regards a
State like Western Australia. We  have
heve, as [ have said, a sobstantial veduetion
in acveages it is really far more than one-
third in a number of eases, heeause the one
thivd was deducted from the average aere-
age over a period of four vears, and in many
cases that rvesulted in o basic figure being
used which was less than the aerveage. whick
might have been planted in, say, the fifth

vear. Nevertheless, we will not complain
about that.

Our  acreage  was  redueed by about
one-third, and so the position of our
wheatgrower who produces more . than
3,000 bushels  will  hecome  very | diili-
eult, as he will have to meet - all

his obligations ealeuluted upon. his old lia-
bitities, with no veduetion as Car as his ex-
penses are eoncernedl.  Therefore, I submit
it was unreasonable to ask him {o aecept
only 2s. per bushel for wheat in excess of
3,000 hushels, hecause by no streteh of the
imaginalion can it fruthfully be snid at pre-
sent that 2= per bushel is eqnal to, or any-
where near, the cost of production of that
exeass wheat. We will suppose for the
momint, however, that we are inelined to
regard it as satisfactory. Then we come to
the «uestion of whether the proposal will
actually be put into effeet. I natarally as-
sumed, when the statements were made by
the Minister for Commerce, that he would
put his proposals into effeet, but doubts
have heen roized. A couple of days ago
there appeared in the Press o statement by
the Geseral Seeretary of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association. That gentleman is not
accustomed to making statements in the Press
withont having some strong foundation for
them. He contends that the total amount
for which finance is likely to be found is, on
the information before him, 90,000,000
bushels,

Mr. Patrick: Ninety-one million busbels.
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MroAWATTS: Yes. Does that mean that
the 4s.' per bushel will he paid for ouly
41,000,000 hoshels? If so, what eoffect will
that have on the payments to he made to
the Western Australian growers at a time
when 1 understand the gross wheat produe-
tion of Austrahiz will be considerably morve
than was anticipated? Tt may casily run
into 150,000,000 bushels. 1t has been said
that in the LEastern States a large propor-
tion of the farmers is unlikely to produce
more than 3,000 bushels per farm. If that
is the position, it wounld seem that if only
91,000,000 bushels is to he financed at 4s.
per bushel, we should shortly come up
against the argument that there will net
be sufficient money to pay the wheatgrowers
4s. per bushel on the first 3,000 bushels, be-
cause all the 3,000 bushels added together
will exceed 91,000,000 hushels. If that
statement, which appeared in “The West
Australian” a day or two ago, is correct—and
I have no reason to doubt it—it seems to
me to cast grave doubt upon whether 4s.
per bushel will be paid.

The Minister for Lands: One might sav
that the total produection of Australia will
he 130,000,000 bushels. What then?

Mr. WATTS: I am worried ahout this
contraet to pay 4s. per bushel for the first
3,000 bushels to the wheatgrowers of this
State. I am not concerned so much ahout
the other States of the Commonwealth, bhe-
cause of the faet which I have tried to im-
press on the Committee, that we have already
suffered a substantial reduetion in aerease
under the National Security Regulations.
Surely, we are not going to he doubly ham-
pered now hy a breach of faith which the
action to which T have referved would
amount to, in not paying our wheatgrowers
the amount to which they are entitled under
the scheme.  Ouwr Government may have
done so already, bui, if not, I hope it will
take steps to clear up this pesition, if it
can be cleared up, and inform members how
our wheatgrowers will stand. If there is
any substantial hreach of faith with oumr
wheatgrowers then every member of this
Chamber—no matter on which side he sits—
will, T feel sure, join in making the strongest
protest that has ever heen made in a matter
of this kind.

Now I shall vefer to another aspect of
the wheat industry to which some attention
ought to he paid by Western Australian eiti-
zens. An independent member of the Fed-
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eral IHouse of Representatives named Mr.
Wilson, of Victoria, reeently visited Wesi-
ern Anstralia, 1 understand at the request
of the Commonwealth Government. He was
aceompanied by Schator Clothier and he in-
vestigated wheat problems in this State, in-
eluding the existence of weevil in stoved
wheat. From the published reports of MMy,
Wilson, T gathered there was a most serious
state of affnirs cxisling in regard o that
matter.  Onc would have imagined, from
his statements in (he Press and elsewhere at
the time and shortly after his visit hewe,
that a ealamitous state of affairs had arisen
regarding the destruction of our wheat by
weevil.

Everywhere one goes—at least in the
country communities—one is accosted and
nsked, “What is the use of growing more
wheat when the wheat one has grown is
heing devoured by weevils? T have heen
asked that guestion in the country a dozen
times, and in the face of the reports puhb-
lished at that time, it was extremely diffi-
cult to provide an answer. One felt that
considering the opportunity Mr. Wilson
and his colleagues had of investigating the
position themselves, it was hardly possible
thot the elaims being made would be made
if there were not some very substantial fown-
dation for the allegations. By courtesy of
the Minister for Agriculture, we were handed
a few days ago a report to wheatgrowers
by the Australian Wheat Board. At the
hottom of the first page appears the follow-
ing in regard to this matter:—

Weevil—At one period the board was con-
cerned with the possibilities of serious weevil
damage in Western Australin, bat now that the
wheat in question has heen removed, it has
heen demonstrated that the chief souwrces of
damage were unsatisfactory flooring on two
large Dbuildings, which were perforee erected
burviedly to hold wheat temporarily awniting
mass shipment ealled for Dby the buyer. Un-
fortunately, the ships did not eventuate and.
instend of n few weeks, the wheat remained
for nearly two vears in this extemporised stor-
age, Later, standard type constructions, hav-
ing iron floors, were erected, and have held
wheat for similar periods with no pereeptible
loss. It would, therefore, appear that satis-
factory storage of hulk wheat in the western
State can he aebieved hy timely construction of
standard type iron-floored bins and prompt
roilage of the wheat to them.

Weevil has not given the board so mueh
concern in bagged wheat, It is true that in
Queensland, weevil were very prevalent in the
first year of the board?s operations, but with
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the lelp of officers of the C.8. & L.R., the Btate
Wheat Board took up the task of pmpamtwn
for weevil plevcntlon with conspicuous suceess,

That is & statement from a most responsible
hoard whieh is. fully acquainted with the cir-
eumstanees convevied with wheat storage
i Anstralia, and Western Australia in par-
tieular. The members of that hoard tell us
that thére "has heen no pereeptible lnss
through stovage except in two buildings, und
that was due to circumstanees that were de-
finitely .outside their control.

Mr. Fox: I was very bad last yvear,

Mr. WATTS: T am dealing with the re-
port of the Australian Wheat Board, and
it was during the last 12 months that most
of this confroversy took place. T Feel sure
that wexe there any substantial justifieation
for the enormous losses we were led to he-
lieve were quite possible the Wheat Board
would have made some other reference 1o
the matter in its report than it has doune.

I feel that the Government of this State
is going to be placed in rather a diffienit
position in regard to the rostrietion of gold.
mining in Western Australia. The goldmin.
ing industry has undonbtedly been the sal-
valion or partial salvation of Western Aus-
tralia in a finaneial sense quite a noumber of
times over the last 40 or 50 vears. Today
we find our goldmining industry, by com-
parison with what it has been and what T
think it ought to be, in a very diflicult posi-
tton. T am wondering whether the revenues
which the Treasurer cxpeets to rveccive
diveetly and indireetly as a rvesult of pold-
mining, and the extensive population in the
woldfields aveas of reeent years, arve going
to be achieved.

My, Sampson: The ]msition is very diffi-
cnlt for those engaged in the industry.

. WATTS: 1 understand that in conse-
quence of the restrictions imposed by the
Commonwealth Government on account of
its need for further manpower, some of
those areas have only half the population
they had a few morths and vears ago,

The Minister for Justice: The population
of some areas has heen reduced consider-
ably béiow‘ that,

Mr. WATT% Mayhe that is so. T want
the Minister to understand I have not the
glightest wish to see the goldfields areas de-
populated. Quite the contrary! It is not he-
cause 1 w15h to see them de-popnlated that
I make somc reference to this matter, but
because T do not wish to see them in that
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condition. I wish they could stand where
they stood formerly and that, if possible,
they could be placed i an even hetter posi-
tion. ' But I know that at the present that is
not practieal polities. We have to faee the
position as we see it and that position is
{hat’ ‘the Commonwealth  (Government,
which iz in charge of the defence of Aus-
tealin, has not heen able to vegard the gold-
mining industry as one of such an essential
charaeter that it has been prepared to give
it hetter conditions than those now avail-
able. The only thing that remains for me
fo add is thai T think (he effect on the
Sate'’s lnanees s hikely to he serious if
Lthevre is going to be a deerease in population
ereater than has already taken place. I
think that the deercase in revenue on ae-
count of the diminution which must take
place in transport to and from those cen-
tres, and the loss of indireet revenue of one
kind and another, will be much greater than
the Aecting Treasurer appears to indieate
in the Bndget he has presented to the
House,

A word or two with the Minister for
Ruilways. Siv or seven mouths agoe, when
we had a special session of Parliament, I
made some vemarks on the distinet possi-
hility that the railways wonld find them-
selves in grave diffieulty in handling traffie
hefore the vear was gut. 1 sugoested that
it would he as well for the Minister to
apen his mind, as it were, to Parliament
and let nus know the worst so that we, as
menihers representing various constituen-
cies eould, in Lurn, point out that in all
probahility our people wonld have to face
some restrictions in the services given to
fhem in order thal a certain proportion of
the rolling stock and locomoatives might he
puf in for an overhaul, and that the Rail-
way Department might be given an oppor-
funity to put its house in order. At that
period we were not in  exactly the same
position as far as the railwavs are concerned
as we are today. There has been more
wear and tear on loeomotives and on rolling
stock, and T am assured (hat there have
been difficulties in having them put in
ordor.

The Minister for Justice: There has heen
a demand by the Commonwealth, also.

AMr. WATTS: Yes, I understand the Com-
monwealth has taken away some of the
rolling stock. That is a position the Minis-
ter has lo overcome. T am not without ap-
preciation of the Minister’s diffieulty, bunt
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unfortunately he is not taking advantage
of the suggestion put forward six or seven
months ago, a suggestion supported by other
members than myself, that he should ask
the publie to face up to the position. His
department is endeavouring to struggle
along with overloaded trains, and with loco-
motives out of order, and the department is
getting a reputation in the country distriets
whieh is—T find it hard to get the right
word—anyway, its reputation iz very bad.

The Minister for T.abour: The Deputy
Chairman could help you find the word,

Mr. Cross: Is there no difficulty in the
other States?

Mr. WATTS: I know nothing about the
olher States. I suggest to the Minister
there is only one way in which the difficulty
can be overcomne, and that is by his taking
this Chamber into his confidence. T think
we could help him tell the people we repre-
sent why it may be necessary to impose
some restrictions on traffic so that an effort
can he made fo put the Railway Depart-
ment’s house in order. Every train on the
(iréat Southern on which I travel is loaded
these days to its maximum capacity, if it is
not overloaded. We came on one oceasion
to what is known as the Cuballing bank,
bhetween Pingelly and Narrogin, Tt s
ahout three miles long and the train re-
nuires 20 to 23 minutes to shruggle along
it. It seems to be fairly easy of nerotia-
tion by a normal train.

On the morning I have in mind I inquired
from the train crew what the load was, and
was told that it was 345 tons. That morn-
ing the train got about half-way up the
hank and then proceeded for 200 yards in
short jerks. I was in a top herth, and at
each of these terrific jerks—for they were
by no means slight movements—I was
ractically heaved ont of the herth. Of
cvourse I was wide awake; sleep was
impossible in that teain then. After going
about a hundred yards, the train stopped.
We rested guietly there for about an hour-
and-a-half while the front of the train went
on to Narrogin. The locomotive returned
tor us, and in those eircumstances we arrived
at Katanning two hours late. T did not mind;
T went to sleep again. T did think, however,
of the people standing on the stations in
the freezing cold of midwinter, waiting for
their sons and daughters coming home on
leave for a few days.

The Premier: What time of year was it?
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Mr. WATTS: This happened on about
four oceasions hetween August and the pre-
sent time. On one oceasion we did get over
the rise, but it was a terrific effort. I do
not mind for myself, but I think it is hard
on the people who are without a sleeper, and
those waiting at the sidings. For months
past these trains have been from one fo two
hours late on six out of ten oceasions. I do
not offer these criticisms to make matters
harder for the Railway Department than at
the present time, but I helieve that if the
Government were to apply itself more to the
problem and take the public into its con-
fidence and get down to hrass tacks, it would
be able to overcome some of these difficulties.
At least, it would give people the impression
that it was making some effort to do so.

I wani to sce the railways run at a profit,
if that is practicable. I want to see them
doing the best possible in the eircumstances,
but I am certain that they arve not, and the
same  helief is held by persons who are
obliged to travel by train now. It is only
beeause they are oblized to do so that they
travel by the ralways. If the Gov-
crnment eould hear the observations of

these people it would understand why
I make these complaints. If anyone
who now tvavels by ftrain could get

enough petrol to travel by ear to his destina-
tion, he would do so immediately. If we had
fewer traing and ran them on time, or
rvestricted the unneeessary traffic if the emer-
gency is sufficiently grave, it would be a
wreat deal bhetter for the reputation of the
department than for it to fall as low as it
has. T am referring only to passenger
trafiic, The Deputy Chairman could possibly
supply us with a great deal of information
on the subject of the transport of geods, on
which matter T will at this stage preserve a
disereet silence.

The P’remier: He cannot say “Hear, hear”
from the Chair,

Mr. WATTS: I would also like to protest,
although I admit it is no fault of the State
Government, about the action taken by the
Lignid Fuel Control Board concerning the
installation of gas-prodocers. I am assured
that the pereentage of gas-producers in
Woestern Australia is substantially higher
than that in any of the other States of the
(‘ommonwenlth, and that the regulations are
being far more strictly enforced here than
clsewheve.
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Dozens of farmers and other people in
the country districts with transport vehicles
of one kind and another have received orders
to instal gas-producers within a period of
14, or 21, days at the outside. I admii that
on inquiry at the Fuel Board we find it is
able to grant exemptions if it ean be estab-
lished that the partienlar person has not
got the money to purchase a gas-producer.
Thai means that the financial position of
that person has to he ascertained, and he
must make a declaration about it, and it has
to go to the hoard; or alternativelv it has
heen: suggested to me that the officers of that
department would aceept a written assur-
anee from the member for the district, or
some other responsible person, in connection
with the finaneial position of the individuoal
ordered to instal the gas-proeducer. They
would not then enforee the order, Only in
Tave cireumstances is it that a responsible
person ean make sueh a deelaration, It
mesns, therefore, going to the peérson in ques-
tion and his making a deelaration and prov-
ing that he has not got the money. That
position at present mostly applies to Agri-
cultural Bank farmers.  Dozens of these
ovders have gone out in instances where it
18 quite obvious to the bank that the farmers
liave not got the money. They were men
working on sustenance allowances, and all
their proceeds went to the Agrienltnral
Bank. They definitely wore not in a position
o put on gas-producers.

Instead of any inquiry being made of the
responsible authorities in  this State, who
might have disclosed the position, in 90 per
cenf, of the cases the people have to go to
all this trouble in order, not to evade, but
avold, a responsihility they eannot meet. To
ga further than that, there has been hrought
under my notice the ease of a woman doetor
in a eonntry district. She has been ordeved
to lit a gas-producer on her motorear. Ti
should only be in the last resort that such
an order would bhe enforced. But no, the
ovder was issued! She did not instal the
gns-producer in the time prescribed and her
petrol  allowanee was immediately cut in
half. That woman is earrying on work in
a distriect roughly 60 miles by 100 miles.
where previously there were five medienl
practitioners buf today there are only two.
She is doing, nobly too, the complete work of
one hospital and assisting at another 30
miles away if there are any operations of
importanee. Oeeasionally she has to go 60
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miles to assist at still another hospital, where
there is also some deficiency apparent when
major operations have to be performed.
Despite all this, she was ordered to fit a
gas-producer, and when she did not do i,
her petrol altowanee was cut by 50 per cent.

I admit that representations have sinee
been made, and T amn hopeful that some other
arrangement will cventuaie. 1, however,
those are the principles on which the Fuel
Board is working the position will heeome
intolerable for people who are doing what is,
after all, p substantial portion for war work.
If five doctors were servicing a district and
three left to join the services, surely the other
two would he entitled to special eonsideration.
They arc eavrying on all the work. They
arc nof averse to giving assistance to those
in the A1my or other branches of the Forces,
if their services are required. No fuel board,
or other department, should in these circum-
stanees be allowed to insist on such a woman
fitting a gas-producer. She is a medical
praetitioner and, quite apart from the .work
she has to do; she is called out at 2 o'elock
and 3 o'elock in the mornings. A gas-pro-
ducer takes hnilf-an-hour to start. It is an
nbsavrd position. A medical practitioner
undertakes  extremely delicate work, and
should not be messing about with charcoal a
few minutes hefore praetising her profession.
Tt seems to me that the gentlemen in Mel-
bourne—I undersiand the offieers of the
department here are doing their best, and
only earrying oat instructions, and I do not
attach any blame to them—

Mr. Patriek: They are not in .the other
States?

Mr. WATTS: These people are being
ordered to do it almost daily. T know of two
telephone ealls made to Melbourne a week
or two ago by an officer of the Fuel Board,
in an endeavour tp overcome some of these
difficulties, but he was told to carry on with
the regulations. Seemingly these gentlemen
in Melbourne have no appreciation whatever
of the state of affairs in Western Australia,
know-little aboat them, and earc less. Surely
it 1s possible to have the strongest represen-
tations made by the Government in regard to
this matter. They are imposing unnecessary
trials and tribulations on worthy eitizens
who are not out to evade their obligations
or waste fuel, but who, for one rcason or
another, cannot comply with the regulations,
and I think these people are heing unneces-
sarily pestered and troubled for nothing.
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They bave no-onc on their farms to assist
them and are doing the work of four or
five persons, If possible strong vrepresenta-
tions should he made by the Government to
get some reason applied to these transae-
tions.

The Minister for Works: Yaun have two
evuntry representatives ont of four members
on the Fuel Bonrd.

Mr. WATTS: T adwmit that the board is
m a diffieult position. My complaint is that
the regulations are made i the Bastern
States, and so far az | ean understand, the
foeal board is told to earry on according to
the regulations, even after it makes represen-
tations to headyunarters with a view to get-
ting some relief from these orders.

Mr. J. Hegney: They enforce them more
rigidly here than in other parts of the
Commonwealth.

Mr, WATTS: T stated yesterday what T
thought regarding the Eastern States. From
time to time we have been assured by mem-
hers of the Commonwenltk Government that
whatever deficiencies exist in the defence of
Australia are entirely the responsibility of
those who preeeded them in office.  Fair is
fair in this world, and we do not want fo
lose sight of the faet that theve are other
people besides these gentlemen who have
made mistakes in regard to the defrnce of
this eountry. Only a few weeks ago T
heard a speech by a Commonwealth Minister
in which he strongly eriticised the deficien-
cies in the defenee preparations made by the
two Governments preceding the present one-—
leaving out the Fadden Government whose
term of officc was very short, but in-
cluding the Menzies Government which
was in office somewhat longer. He would
have lJed the people te Dhelieve thai
had the present Government heen in office
tor the last ten years, when the
Japanese attacked Australia, the state
of affairs in {he matter of the defence
of the Commonwealth wonld have hoen
s0 beautiful ihat the Japanese would hiave
heen driven hack beyond Tokio and heyond
Alaska for (he rest of their lives. Those
were not his words, but they represent the
impression ereated by that hon. gentleman
in his eriticism of what he alleged to have
been -the inaction of ihe Governments he-
fare his time. Doubtless other members
listen-in to these speeches and know per-
foetly well that they are made. [f those
statements were founded on faet, T would b

+ is said and done,
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the first person--as 1 believe 1 am moder-
ately fairminded—strongly to criticise the
the preceding Governments. I do not eriti-
cise the Commonwealth Government

very .
wuch, as memhers may have neticed. My
attitude is that I helieve Commouwealth

Ministers have got inte a jamh and are do-
ing their very hest to get ont of it, but
I wonld give them more eredit if they would
betieve that their predeeessors, taking into
consideration the civreumstanecs that existed
at the time and the situation as they saw it,
also did their hest. Bug they will not do
that. Therefore I endeavoured to ascertain
how much encouragement the members of
the present Government gave to their pre-
decessors in order that Australia’s defenea
position might be put on a sound hasis. 1
looked up the Commonwealth “Hansard”
before the war, and found that on ihe 2nd
November, 1938, a motion of no-confidence
in the Government was moved by the pre-
gsent Prime Minister, My, Curtin. In erili-
eising lhe actions of the Government up
to that time, Mr. Curtin said—

The Government, as a matter of fact, has
brought the country to the verge of war
hysteria in order merely to provide the requis-
ite atmosphere to enable certain changes to he
made in the Ministry—changes which, when all
are not changes in the
organic character of the Ministry and wil
nercly have the effect of making scapegoats
of certain Ministers.

A little later on—this is far more interes-
ing to me—there is a statement by My,
Ward, who is a Minister of the Crown at
the present time. Speaking on the same
motion, he said—

How does the Government propose to finance
its enlurged defence programme?  Its only
idea, apparcntly, is to continue the old poliey
of raising Yoans and thus burden the people of
Australia with a heavier national debt than
they now have to carry.

May 1 interpolate that T do 1ot see muel)
change.

My, Tlughes: Give him his due; he said
something on thr same lines the other doy.

Mr. WATTS: And then Mr. Ward wenl
on to say—

The Governnent hias made an appesl to the
patriotism of the unemployed people of thix
country in conncetion with defence. Tt haos
said that, if these works are put in hand, work
will be found for people whe arc today with-
out a joh, But the work will finish some time,

and the people will then find that they have
a leavier national Jdebt than over before.
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Further oh, and this is the point I partien-
larly desire to bring under notiee, Mr. Ward
said—

It 'is amusing to hear people say that we

shall not give- up New Guinea. To those peo-
ple I would say that, if it should become neces-
sary to defend ocur Mandated Territory, they
sheuld defend it themsclves. Aa far as I am
coneerned, all L can judge about the necessity
for retaining New Guinea is that a handful
of exploiters have got hold of the country,
some interested in uerial transport, some in
goldmining, ‘and seme in thé search for oil
which, accoerding to reliable reports, has al.
ready been found. These people want to retain
Now Guinea in order to _preserve their own
tommereial interests.
At that time Mr. Ward thought that if we
wanted to defend New Guinea, we should
allow the people in that territory to defend
it themselves. I am very glad to know that
Mr. Ward asd  his friends have since
changed their opinion.

Mr. Triat: But at that time Singapore
provided for the defence of New Guinea.

Mr. WATTS: Let me now quote Mr.
Brennan, a one-time Lahour Minister. Mr.
Brennan had had time to reflect on the pre-
vious speeches and, on the 3rd November
he said—

From my point of view, it is ridicnlous to
cxpend money in amounts which increase by
millions of pounds with every flow of hyateria
from the swash-bucklers. From my point of
view it is ridiculous, but from the point of
view of the diseased sensationalists, it is the
acme of perfection.

Jnst one more quotation, this one by Mr.
Holloway, who, speaking on the 3rd Novem-
her, said—

I do not charge the Government with not
expending cnough money on defence.

This 15 the piece de resistance—

1 make it clear at thc outset that I think
it is expending too much. When a govern-
ment begins to expend on defenee money which
should be used for the internal development
of a LOuntr), then, in my opinion, it is doing
wrang. There is no mneed to saerifice the liv-
ing. standards of the people for the sake of thia
punicky defenec scheme. The Government is
spending much too rapidly on defence, Tt is
making plans for more than the adequatc de-
fence of Australia,

The Minister for Lands: That would have
heen the opinion of 70 per cent. of the
people of the British Empire who, at that
time, were paciﬁsts

Alr. WATTS: I do not mind that; -what
1 am concerned about is the suggestion he-
ing made today that the Governments which
precedeidl the one in office’ at present .are
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row heing -cluirged with. having ‘déné prae-
tically nothing for the defenee of : Australia.
At that time, as I have shown, the Gov-
ernment was told that it -was doeing . too
mueh. That is the current running through
all those speeches, and substantially for that
reason, a motimi of no-confidence: jin the
Government was moved by Me. (lurtin.
And so T only wish to.introduce that remark
in order to indiecate to the present Common-
wenlth Government that there are :a few
people who know 'what its members .said
when they were, in the past, members of
an Opposition, There are a few:people who
would not - eriticise Federal Ministers- today
because, as I have said, they are believed
to be in rather a diffieult position; but we
want them to remember—and if they will
not remember we. propose to make. them
remember, so that the public may be aware
of it—that therc were times in the past when
they held entirely different views and did
their best to obstruect other people who were
compellied, by foree of eircumstances, to hold
then the views they hold today.

Vote put and passed.

This coneluded the general debate.

Votes and items discussed as follows :—

Votes—Legislative  Assembly,  £3,120;
Joint House Committee, £4,865 ; Joint Print-
ing Committee, £3,982; Joint Library Com-
mittee, £205; Premier's Office, £15,603;
Treasury, £30658; Governor's FRstablish-
ment, £2,170; Executive Council, £5; London
Agency, £10,192; Public Service Cominis-
sioner, £1,380; Government Motor Car Ser-
vice, £2,323; Audit, £16,250; Compassionate
Allowances, £1,647; Government Stores,
£17,382; Taxvation, £10,000; Workers’ Homes
Board, £5; Superannuation Boerd, £2,486;
Printing, £73,900; Tourist Bureaw, £2,318;
Literary and Seientific Grants, etc., £11550;
Miscellaneous Services, £1,111428—agreed
to. '

Vote—Forests, £54,090: o
MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [5 26]:
Are we to have a word or fwo about the
revenue of the Forests Departmcnt? The
Conscrvator of Forests is away. I have
been listening to these votes going through,
and ¥ do not know whether the Committee
will pass them .on that basis, At o time of
considerable disturbance such. as this, I take
it we shouid -havé some mformatmn on, the
Forests Department. T
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- THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS: The

Conservator, as members ave aware, is
occcupying an important and responsible

position in the publie life of Aus-
tralia. An --introductory speech could
have been made regarding the attitude

and operations of the Forests Department,
but only this week the Conservator's report
was laid on the Table of the House. The
document is fairly full, and deals with the
general activities of the department. It is
placed on the Table for the information of
members, giving as it does n resumé of the
actions of the department, In the cirewm-
stances I did not think it advisable to take
up time by making remarks which would
be almost similar to those contained in the
report, However, the supply of firewood to
the metropolitan area is topieal. The Gov-
ernment undertook that work in absolute
defiance of a statute, because evervone would
agree that a supply of firewood js indispen-
sable to the people of the metropolitan area
during the winter months.

We have an Act which prohibits the Gov-
ernment from embarking on anything in the
nature of business enterprise without frst
obtaining from Parliament authority to do
50. We did not find this out exactly at the
time when firewood first became short; but
in January of this year a Arewood difReulty
was foreseen in the ensuing winter. Ae-
cordingly steps were taken by the Forests
Department to obtain supplies of firewood
for the metropolitan aren.  But for this,
supplies wounld have represented an cven
oreater diffienlty. When we found there was
something to be done for the henefit of the
people, we did not hesitate but did all we
could, though perhaps we did not do as much
as everyhody would have liked us to do.
The Government does not seek to establish a
State Trading Concern in firewood, but the
Forests Department may do something to-
wards organising the somewhat precarious
firewood industry.

One aspect is that firewood heeomes more
expensive from year to year, because the
cost of proeuring it rises as the distanee over
which it has to be conveyed extends. More-
over, when the Government enters into some-
thing of that type, it is worried with eon-
ditions and difficulties immediately. Because
we pay full award rates it costs the Govern-
ment more to do certain work than it costs
for the work to be done by the haphazard
method of private suppliers of firewood.

{ASSEMBLY.]

Some men on reacking the age of 50 or 60
get a firewood permit and take a truck inte
the bush and there obtain firewood, and they
are satisfied if they make £2 or £3 a week.
Such men supply firewood at comparatively
cheap prices.

In dealing with the position on an organ-
ised basis the Government was confronted
with manpower considerations.  All this
meant additional cost and thus the pro-
vision of firewood was correspondingly
affeeted. The supplies in the immediate
vieinity of the metropolis had heen eut out,
and it beeame necessary to go much fur-
ther afield. Some wood was procured from
as far as Holyoake. That involved addi-
tional railwny charges amounting to wp-
wards of 4e. per ton, which money had to
be found by the department. The Conser-
vator of Forests has always been most
anxions fo do what he counld to assist the
Government in furnishing firewood supplies,
but at the samme time has been most keen to
eonserve the interests of the industry.
Naturnlly it 18 the funetion of the Conser-
vator to safeguard the revenue side of the
departmental aclivities so as to provide for
reforestation and silvieultural operations
generally,. He is not anxious to spend
woncy on a losing propesition such as the
supply of firewood, particularly if he were
askoed to furnish it at a cost less than that
involved in procuring the wood. Notwith-
standing that phase, the firewood supply
for the metropolitan area has been well
mnintained. Even though there may he
some slight revision of the prices charged,
the Fovests Department is already prepar-
ing ans for the supply of firewoed dur-
ing next winter on an improved basis.

Apparently at the outset the work was
unorganised, but with the faecilities avail-
able to the Forests Department the task of
mainteining fireweod supplies can be sue-
cess{ully carvied out. The report of the de-
partment has been on the Table of the
House for some few days and, if members
so desire, I can go through it and detail the
various activities nndertaken. The depart-
ment has a Qiffienlt task but has achieved
remarkable results. It has exported many
thousands of tons of timber for use in eon-
nection with the nation’s war effort in vari-
ous theatres of war, including the Near
East, and has provided sleepers for the rail-
ways necessary for the despatch by rail of
supplies to Russia. That in itself has been
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a large undertaking. Furthermore, it has
made available timber to take the place of
millions of feet of softwood formerly im-
ported from North America and Sweden.
‘We have an opportunity to build up a trade
in Australia that will tend to make the
country more sclf-reliant from the stand-
point of timber supplies than ever before
in its history. I am aware that there is a
prejudiec against the hardwoods of Western
Australia because of their weight. They
are not like ovegon, for instance, which is
easily transported and easily weorked. But
tensile strength and general characteristics
make Western Australian hardwoods much
more durable than is imported timber.

In the munition factories of Adelaide I
saw Western Australian timber unsed in con-
nection with the construction of pontoon
bridges and other such-like requirements.
Certainly it 1s fortunate that we have no
man of the ealibre of Mr. Kessell, the Con-
servator of Iforests, who has established
not only an Australia-wide, hut a world-
wide reputation for his knowledge of fores-
try matters. He has been placed in charge
of the timber econservation and supplies
throughout Australia during the war period,
and he is doing an excellent job. From
what 1 ennld gather the Commonwealth
authorities are extremely satisfied with his
services, With his extensive knowledge of
the industry generally he has been able to
curry ont a difficult task in the face of
rather severe opposition from certain direc-
tions. As I have remarked, the depart-
mental report has been on the Table for
two or three days and, if members desire to
perusg it and deal with aspects of admin-
istration, I shall have no objection to re-
porting progress at this stage. It will be
recognised that the Forests Department
earries on year after year doing excellent
wprk and contvibuting appreciably to the
revenue of the State,

Members should be constantly reminded
that it is not a department that takes all it
can from the State assets under its juris-
diction. It will be recollected that three-
fifths of the total departmental revenue goes
back into reforestation and silvicultural
operations so as to ensure an asset that
will last for all time, The policy of the
department is aimed at preserving the
State’s timber asset in perpetuity. The tim-
ber industry, whick is worth at least
£1,000,000 a year to the State, will be car-
ried on forever. Before Parliament passed

[aa]
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the Forests Acl 20 years ago that asset was
being literally butchered. Had that legislative
action not been taken at that partieular
period, I think by now our fimber resources
would have been eut out. Because of the
policy Parliament wisely adopted in past
years, that possibility has been obviated. In
earlier days State Treasurers used to grab
all the revenue possible from the timber in-
dustry, but now three-fifths of the depart-
mental revenue is diverted for the purpose
of conserving our forest resources. Thus we
now have an asset that will eontinue for all
time to the immense advantage of the State.

As to softwoods, many years ago plan-
tations were established in differenf parts of
the State and we are now reaping the hene-
fit of what was done 20 years ago. We have
pine plantations here and there. Adjacent
to the Mundaring Weir, the {rees which have
attained a height of between 60 and 70 ft.
are reaching the stage when they will be
utilised for cornmercial purposes.

Mr. Doney: Have you any comment to
make on the reforestation work at Narrogin?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I
know what has been the effect on the
manufacture of boots and se on. The
Minister for Lands could tell the Com-
mittee how, by the use of flax grown
in Western Australia as well as in other
States, all the boots supplied to the Military
Forces have been sewn with flax grown
within the Commeonwealth whereas it for-
merly had to be imported. Al the tannin
extract—I think it is termed industrial ex-
tract—used in Australia and, to a great ex-
tent, in New Zealand, is procured from Bod-
dington—TI presume that is what the member
for Williams-Narrogin mainly refers to—
and also from another centre at Belmont.
Experience shows that hides can be treated
throughout to the stage of the manufactured
article with which the Military Forces are
shod, and that wonld have been extremely
difficult but for the development of the in-
dustry in Western Australia. The member for
Williams-Narrogin also referred, presum-
ably, to the mallet bark industry which is
making great progress, The trees are now
reaching a stage of maturity. Members
will appreciate the fact that forestation is
an industry in which those associated with
it must lock well ahead.

Although sueh work was undertaken by
private enterprise in New Zealand, usually
private enterprise does not engage in the
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industry because returns have to be awaited
for upwards of 70 years or more. Nor-
mally that would not suit people who sub-
serihed money for investment purposes. Im
the circumstances sueh work is wsually
undertaken by the State which is able to
make long-term investments, mostly out of
revenue received from Forests Department
operations. With the advantage of the con-
tribution of three-fifths of the departmental
revenne, which amounts to between £70,000
and £80,000 a year, the timber indusiry in
this State is being built up consistently.
That is indeed a very creditable perform-
ance. Sometimes we hear members speak of
waste and lost revenue, but here we have
an example on the credit side, which is evi-
dent in the forestry policy of the State and
the conservation of the timber industry. As
I have informed the member for Nelson, the
timber industry provides the most remunera-
tive {raffic for our railways. We hear
much said about the wheat traffic and that,
were it not for our wheat, the railways
would lose a lot of money; but more revenue
is received by the railways from the tim-
ber industry than from all the wheat grown
in the State. In our national eeonomy, tim-
ber is a most important featore, I do not
wish to delay the passage of the Estimates.
I thought I would give members some in-
formation on the subject; if they desire
anything further, it will be found in the re-
port of the Conzervator of Forests.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 5.42 p.m,

Tegislative Council,
Tuesday, 27th October, 1942,
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BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.

1, Public Authorities (Postponement of
Elections).

Returned to the Assembly with amend-
ments.

2, Jury (Emergency Provisions).

3, Collie Becreation and Park Lands Act
Anendment.

Passed.

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Oxder of the Day read for the resump-
tion from the 22nd Oectober of the debate
on the second reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Seeretary in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clause 4—Amendment of Section 138:

The CHIEF SECRETARY:
amendment—
That a mnew paragraph be added as fol-
lowg:—
(b) by adding a subsection, to stand as Sub-
section (2), as follows:—
{2) Where any such executor or adminis-
trator is 3 member of His Majesty’s
Naval, Military, or Air Force (in-
cluding a member of any medical
corps nursing service attached to
any of the Forces aforesaid) and is
a prisoner of war or posted as
migging or otherwise is unable or
able only with great difficulty to
appoint an attorney, the Court may
on the applieation of a co-executor
or a beneficiary or a ereditor or any
next of kin appoint such co-executor
or some other person resident in
the State to have and exercise ail
or such of the powers, duties and
discretions of such first-mentioned
executor or administrator and for
such period or periods as the Court
shall deem proper.

This amendment was suggested in another
plaeec too late for ineclusion in the Bill at
that stage. The Minister in charge of the
measnre at the time gave an undertaking
that the amendment would be submitted in
the Legislative Couneil. Tt makes pro-
viston for any person who may be a
prisoner of war or who for other reasons
is not able to carry out the duties that are
rightly his.

I move an



